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Introduction

This manual will help you starting with your LISA
Pack spectrograph. Our intention is to guide you step
by step from box opening to high quality spectra pro-
cessing. LISA Pack is ready to use: most of critical
tunings have been made in our factory. We did our
best to make this instrument simple to use. Spectro-
graphy is a scientific activity which requires methodo-
logy: we will describe the key steps to ensure the best
efficiency for your observations.

There are three major steps to go through:

1.Setup your instrument (including software). This must
be done during daylight, on a table. During this step,
you’ll make your first spectra (of Sunlight).

2.Install your spectrograph on your telescope. It is bet-
ter to perform this during daylight.

3.Taking and data reduction your first star spectra.

Our experience shows that new comers to spectroscopy
often want to go straight to the telescope. This is a
mistake. There are too many parameters to put un-
der control, and most of them should be tuned during
daylight.

LISA Pack is tuned when you receive it, but you can
have to make changes for any reason. You will find all
information for that at the end of the document.

This document is specially written for LISA Pack
users. It can be extended to all LISA users: the
difference is that acquisition and guiding cameras
are not setup in Shelyak Instruments factory, and
can differ from Atik cameras. When there is a
specificity for LISA users, it will be written in such
boxed text.

Software

Software are provided on the CD Rom. We invite you
to check regularly for updates - spectrography is mo-
ving fast.

You can of course use your own software environ-
ment: a raw spectrum is a classical 2D image, and
many software can deal with it. But using the soft-
ware tools we propose garantees that you will get
high quality spectra.

Prerequisites

In this document, we assume that you’re new to spec-
trography, but that you’re already familiar with basics
of astrophotography. Specially, we’ll not cover here
the following points:

•Setup and tune your telescope. You must be able to
point and track a star. Ideally, autoguiding will work.

•Basics for a PC usage under MS Windows. You can in-
stall, start and use most common software. You have
such a PC available, with Windows 7 installed (it also
works with older versions of MS Windows - but we
use MS Windows 7 in this document).

•Astronomy imaging. You know what is a dark, an
offset, a flat field, and classical image processing.

If you’ve already made some deep sky ima-
ges, with long exposure, and a good pro-

cessing, moving to spectrography will be easy
for you - a new adventure, which gives access to
a new dimension of Astronomy.

We invite you to join the increasing Shelyak Instru-
ments users and amateur spectroscopist community
on Spectro-L yahoo group 1 and Aras forum2 to share
your own experience and ask questions to the com-
munity. We are really interested to see your results
there.

Do not hesitate to contact us if you have any com-
ment.

Enjoy Spectroscopy !

Olivier Thizy3 François Cochard4

1. http://groups.yahoo.com/group/spectro-l/

2. http://www.spectro-aras.com/forum/

3. olivier.thizy@shelyak.com

4. francois.cochard@shelyak.com
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1
Discover your LISA Pack

1.1 Out of the box

When you receive your LISA Pack, you should find
these elements:

1.The LISA spectrograph, with two cameras and cali-
bration module,

2.Travelling case,

3.Power supply (230V to 12V, 7A),

4.Power supply cable (230V),

5.4-way cable for camera and calibration module power,

6.Two USB cables,

7.A tool set, if you need to tune the instrument,

8.Documentation & software on a CD-ROM.,

9.Optional: Near-IR kit and Large slit.

1.2 LISA Pack overview

LISA is a high luniosity slit-based spectrograph (F/5),
designed to observe faint or extended targets. It is
mounted directly at prime focus of the telescope and
includes a guiding feature. In one exposure, it covers
the full visible domain (400 to 700 nm).

LISA Pack, Calibration side

LISA Pack, Slit side

LISA spectrograph and LISA Pack only differ by
the presence of cameras (Atik 314L+ and Atik
Titan) and calibration module. The spectrograph
by itself is exactly the same in both cases.

1.2.1 Spectrograph principle

Most of the spectrographs are based on the same prin-
ciple: a light source (slit, see below) is collimated by a
collimator lens, then spread out by an optical element
(prism or grating), and refocused with an objective
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lens on a sensor (Camera CCD chip for instance) to
form the spectrum:

Of course, the smaller the source is, the finest will
be the spectrum: to get enough resolution, we must
have a source small enough. In astronomy, source
is - usually - a star. Luckily, this is close to a ponc-
tual object. Ponctual ? not really indeed. Even if
the actual source is very small, its image is enlarged
by the atmosphere and the telescope. The bigger the
telescope, the bigger will be the star image (in fact,
image size depends on two parameters: the telescope
focal length and the seeing of the sky).

To control the source size, there is a slit at the en-
trance of the spectrograph. This slit gives the object
size for the spectrograph. Then, the spectrograph dis-
perses the light source - going through the slit - in a
spectrum. The resolution of the spectra is given by
the slit width and internal optics. You simply have
to adapt and tune the telescope in order to get the
maximum light in the slit.

In the pictures below, you can see the slit holder
and the slit in front of a clear light:

Spectroscopy is used in many applications. But spec-
troscopy applied to astronomy have some specifici-
ties:

1.The light source is usually faint: you must have an
efficient optical system to take opportunity of each
photon.

2.To get light from the source, you must use a telescope,
which is moving at earth’s speed.

The LISA Pack, mounted on the telescope, is compact
and rigid, to make a stable spectrum over the time. It
also offers a guiding system in your LISA: a guiding
camera looks at telescope field of view, with “missing
slit”, to help you guiding - or even auto guiding - your
telescope.

The slit width impacts spectra resolution.
This is an intrinsic parameter of the spec-

trograph. In fact, the spectrum you obtain is the
image of the slit spread out depending on the
wavelength (the color). If you change the slit
width, you change the resolution of your spec-
trum.
But if you unfocus the telescope, you don’t alter
the resolution - you only lose light. This is the
same for the telescope tracking: if you cannot
track properly, you lose light, but you don’t alter
resolution.

Dispersion and resolution
The dispersion is the wavelength band coverer by

one pixel. It is given in Å / pixel. It depends on the
pixel size and spectrograph optics. The resolution is
the ability to see details in the spectrograph. It de-
pends on slit width, optics and CCD. It is given in
Å.When spectrograph design is optimal, the smallest
detail covers 2+ pixels. Note that resolution depends
on wavelength.

12
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Resolution power is defined as R = λ/∆λ,
where∆λ is the smallest visible detail, and

λ is the reference wavelength. R is a num-
ber without unit, and is almost constant for
any wavelength. LISA Pack Resolution Power is
about R=1000.

1.2.2 Basic Elements of LISA

The LISA is made of two main parts:

•top, there is the guiding unit (which includes parts
dedicated to calibration, see blue section below).

•bottom, there is the spectrograph itself (green sec-
tion).

Fig.1.1 shows the details.

Fig.1.2 describes in detail the light path for both
spectrograph and guiding section. For spectrograph
section, star light is focused by the telescope (1), goes
through the slit (2), is reflected by the mirror (3 &
4), is transformed in a parallel beam (5) by the colli-
mator. Then, it is diffracted (6) by the grating, goes
through the objective lens, and converges (7) towards
the CCD sensor (8). For guiding section, all light com-
ing from telescope (1) which does not pass through
the slit (2) is reflected towards the guiding mirror (9),
sent to the guiding optics (10), and refocused (11) at
the guiding camera sensor (12).

The focal length of the collimator is 130mm. The
focal length of the camera lens is 88mm. This means
that the slit image will be multiplied by 88/130=0.68
on the CCD. The focal length for both guiding dou-
blets are the same (75mm). Then, the ratio between
object in telescope focus plane and image in guiding
camera is 1:1.

13
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Figure 1.1: Inside LISA

Figure 1.2: Optical schematic
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2
Install software

You’ll find all required software on the CD Rom.
This documentation will guide you to use your instru-
ment, but won’t replace the official software’s docu-
mentation. You should refer to these documentations
to discover their full capacity.

Software installation can differ on your own PC, de-
pending on the Windows version, and on drivers al-
ready installed on your machine. This demonstration
is made from a Windows 7 Home Premium edition -
64 bits version.

2.1 Software presentation

You will use different free software with your LISA
Pack. All of them are available on the CD, but check
each software website for regular update. Here is a
global description of software elements:

2.1.1 AudeLA for acquisition

AudeLA1 is used for images acquisition.

If you don’t use Atik cameras, you can prefer an
other software than AudeLA for acquisition. The
only strong requirement is that you can get FITS
format images (files with .fit or .fits extension).

2.1.2 ASCOM platform & drivers

Atik cameras (Titan for guiding and 314L+ for ac-
quisition) are provided with ASCOM driver. ASCOM
2 is a platform made to standardize the connexion
between astronomy software and hardware devices
(cameras, telescopes, and so on). You need to in-
stall ASCOM platform and drivers. Atik cameras in
AudeLA will be seen as ASCOM cameras.

2.1.3 ISIS for data reduction

ISIS3 is developed by Christian Buil4 - a pioneer in
astronomy imagining & spectroscopy (Christian also
designed the optical architecture of your LISA). ISIS
contains a full data reduction module, dedicated to
LISA Pack spectra. The philosophy of this software is
to enclose as much as possible complex operations, to
make data reduction fast, easy and of high quality -
this is the best way so far to get the best result.

2.1.4 VisualSpec for spectral data analy-
sis

VisualSpec (or Vspec)5 is developed by Valérie Desnoux.
It is made to manipulate and analyze spectral profiles.
It is not strictly required to get a spectrum from LISA
and will not be detailed here. But it will help you to
analyze data, such as line identification, spectra com-
parison, and so on. With the experience, you’ll see it
is a useful tool.

2.2 AudeLA installation

AudeLA software is available on CD: double-click on
CD:/ Software - AudeLA / AudeLA-2.0.20110925.exe
(or latest version). When you launch it (you may have

1. http://www.audela.org/

2. http://ascom-standards.org/

3. http://www.astrosurf.com/buil/isis/isis.htm

4. http://www.astrosurf.com/buil/

5. http://astrosurf.com/vdesnoux/
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some warning messages - accept them), you will get
the installation window:

Click Next. You will have several steps to accept
(agreement, information...), and choose your instal-
lation directory:

We recommend to accept the default proposal - click
Next. Again, you will have several step to read & ac-
cept, up to the installation by itself:

At the end, you’ll have this last step:

Click on Finish to lauch AudeLA. You will have the
configuration screen in french:

You can switch it to english by clicking the british
flag:

Click on Run AudeLA. You will have two windows:
the big one is the main, in which you can display ima-
ges. The small one is the console, in which you can
type instructions.

You can move the console window out of the main
window, to prevent the overlapping.

Let’s stop here for the moment. You will setup the
configuration during the first acquisition. You can exit
AudeLA by closing any of both windows - you will
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have a message to save the configuration. Click yes,
to keep the windows positions you just defined.

2.3 Camera installation

2.3.1 ASCOM Platform

Next step is to install ASCOM platform, rev 6 (or la-
test version). You will find it on the CD in the folder
“Software - ASCOM”. Launch ASCOMPlatform6.exe.
After several questions (accept default options), you
will have the installation window:

Click on Install button. At the end of the process (it
takes some seconds), click on Finish button:

When the installation is finished, you have two new
icons on your desk: ASCOM Diagnostics and Profile-
Explorer.

2.3.2 Atik driver for ASCOM

After ASCOM platform installation, you must install
Atik driver for ASCOM. Again, it is on the CD, in
folder “Drivers / Atik”. Click on “Atik Camer Setup
(ASCOM).exe”. You will get the installation window:

Click on Next >. In the next window, click on In-
stall. The installation is ver short (few seconds), and
you have the last installation window:
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The driver is now installed.

2.3.3 Install Artemis software

This software will not be used in our application, but
it contains a library (DLL) which is required for driver
proper working. The software is on the CD, in direc-
tory /Drivers/Atik. The file to select is
SetupArtemisUnivesal.exe:

Double-click on this file and let the installation go-
ing through all steps. When you have the choice for
the modules to install, you can only select the appli-
cation:

The installation finishes by a confirmation window:

Your PC is close to be ready to acquire images from
Atik cameras (314L+ as well as Titan).

2.3.4 Cameras connection

You need to connect the Atik cameras to complete the
software installation. Put the LISA Pack on a table,
not too far from your computer. Install the power
supply, and the Power supply cable. The red connec-
tor goes to the acquisition camera (red), and the blue
connectors goes to the guiding camera (blue). The
two remaining connectors are to be connected to the
Calibration module. Switch on the Power Supply. The
two camera fans should start running. Ensure that
calibration lamps (flat & neon) are off (green lights
switched-off).

18
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Start the PC, and wait until Windows is up and run-
ning.

Connect the USB cable from acquisition camera (red)
to the PC:

As soon as you connect the cable, Windows tries to
install the Atik driver:

But it (probably) fails, because it cannot find it on
the computer, neither on the web:

You have to indicate windows where to find the
driver. It is on the CD, in the directory /Drivers /Atik
/USB2 /64Bit (of course, if you’re running a 32bits
version, choose 32Bit instead of 64Bit). In this direc-
tory, there are several files:

Here is the process to install manually the drivers.
Start the Windows Control Panel (click on Start but-
ton, then Control Panel). You get this screen:

In the “Hardware and Sound” section, click on “View
devices and printers”:

The Atik camera is the “Unknown Device” in the
“Unspecified” section. The flag confirms that driver is
not installed properly.

Right click on the “Unkown device” icon, and select
Properties:
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Then, click on tab Hardware (top of the window):

Then, click on Properties:

Then, click on the button “Change settings” (bot-
tom part of the window). A new window pops-up:

Click on the button “Update Driver”:
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Choose the option “Browse my computer for driver
software”. You will be asked for the location of the
driver. Select the proper directory on the CD (there is
no need to copy the files on your PC). Reminder: the
directory is /Drivers /Atik /USB2 /64Bit.

Then, click Next. It asks for the confirmation of the
installation. Click Install:

Installation takes some seconds

At the end, you have a message confirming the in-
stallation went well:

This is confirmed also by

And the new status of the device in the control
panel: the camera is now recognized:
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You can now connect the second Atik camera (Titan,
for guiding - the blue one). This time, the driver
installation goes well, because driver is already in-
stalled:

and you can see in the control panel that there are
now two cameras (314L and Titan):

All the software and driver installation is now com-
pleted. You are now ready to take your first images.

2.4 ISIS installation

ISIS software is on the CD, in folder “Software - ISIS”.
Launch ISIS4.0.0.Install.exe (or latest version). After
a warning window, you’ll have to choose the language
- default is english:

Click OK. You will have the Welcome installation
page:

Click on Next >. Choose the installation folder (we
suggest to keep the default value). Follow the next
steps with proposed values. At the end of the process,
you’ll have the final installation window:

Click on Finish... it will launch ISIS.
Potentially, you can have a message requiring to in-

stall .NET Framework (it is installed on any recent
PC):

If this is the case, install this framwork from Inter-
net: http://msdn.microsoft.com/fr-fr/
netframework/aa569263, or type .NET framework in
Google.

The ISIS window is the following:
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ISIS contains its own spectra library, which is very
useful to get some reference spectra. You must install
it as well. The library is an independant file (to allow
a spearate update, in case of). You can find the library
ont the CD, or on ISIS website. This is a compressed
(.zip) file. Extract the files in the directory you want
- for instance, in “My Pictures / ISIS-Database” direc-
tory. The database itself is simply a list of spectra files:

ISIS is now ready for processing. We will see later
how to use it.
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3
Check your LISA

In this chapter, you’ll setup and check all the instru-
ment to prepare first spectrum acquisition in “com-
fortable conditions”: during daylight, on a table. It is
key to understand that most of the instrument tunings
can be done during daylight - this is quite different
from classical astronomy.

3.1 Create a working directory

Since you will work with several software, it is sim-
pler to make them all work in the same directory. Us-
ing a well identified directory for all your observa-
tions helps to classify and archive images and profiles.
At the end of the night, you can copy all the content of
this directory in your archive place - and clean up this
directory to prepare next observation. For the follow-
ing of this document, we assume that your common
directory is called AstroTonight.

3.2 Setup AudeLA parameters

Here are some initial parameter setup you can do
when you first run with AudeLA:

Setup / Langage: select here menu langage.
Setup / Folders: define working directory for your

images. Select your AstroTonight directory:

Click on OK. From now, AudeLA will store images
in this AstroTonight directory, and will load images
from this file.

Change there also your default directory for your
scripts and your catalogs - by default your user direc-
tory.

Setup / External programs: check there your fa-
vorite software are well set up.

Setup / Observer location: Indicate here your name
and your observatory position which will be stored in
FITS files. If your observatory is already known by the
MPC (Minor Planet Center), you can just provide your
observatory 3-digits code to get the location details.

Setup / Images files: Indicate if you want to store
your image in 16bits or 32bits. Usually we leave it in
16bits knowing you can force 32bits during process-
ing, for exemple when you add multiple images to-
gether (option “bit pix”) File are in FITS format; you
can select the file extension (usually ”.fit” or ”.fits”).
It is also possible to have compressed FITS file, which
reduce usually by half the file size on your hard drive.
AudeLA can manage this option in almost all mo-
dules.

Setup / Appearance: select there default colors
and make your Aud’ACE unique!

Setup / Fonts: change there your font size if you
have trouble to read the default size on your screen.

Setup / Optical: Indicate there the optical config-
uration of your scope (diameter, focal. . . ). Those in-
formation will be sotred in your FITS file and can be
used for automatic astrometry for exemple. You can
define up to three optics: main scope, guiding scope
and electronic finder for exemple.

Setup / Tool selection: AudeLA is powerful thanks
to multiple modules. By default, they are all active
but Aud’ACE menu can be too long then. Define there
which module you want to be visible to you. You can
also define a function key which will run the module
when pressed. F2 is a special key as the associated
module will be automatically opened when Aud’ACE
is launched.
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3.3 Starting cameras

3.3.1 Acquisition camera

Start AudeLA software. You should have this screen:

Go to the menu Setup/camera. The camera selec-
tion window pops-up:

Select “Ascom” tab (because Atik camera is con-
nected through ASCOM driver):

Click on Set up button, to select the camera. Again,
a new window pops-up:

In the List Box, you have the choice between 314L
(Atik 314L+) and HS (Titan). Select 314L:

Click on OK button. Click then on the OK button of
the AudeLA camera configuration window.

BMost of AudeLA windows have sev-
eral buttons: “OK”, “Apply”, “Help” and

“Close”. “OK” is a combination of “Apply” and
“Close”. Select “Apply” if you want to keep the
window open.

You can see in the AudeLA console that camera is pro-
perly configured:

Another way to check that camera is properly con-
figured is to check in the bottom right angle of the

26



CHAPTER 3. CHECK YOUR LISA

AudeLA main window. The camera 314L is declared:

Cooling the Acquisition camera

The Atik 314L+ camera can be cooled down, to re-
duce the electronic noise. Having a cooled camera al-
lows to make longer exposure time, with better SNR
(Signal to Noise Ratio). It is key in astronomy. To ac-
tivate the cooling, go again to menu Setup / Camera,
and click on “Set Up” button (like when you selected
the camera):

Then, the ASCOM panel appears. Click the “Cooler
On” check button. And select the temperature target
for the camera. The temperature is controlled elec-
tronically. You must choose a temperature as low as
possible for a better quality, but with some margin
for the colling capacity. The cooling power should
remain below 80% at the beginning of the night. A
good value is around 25°C below the ambient tem-
perature. In the below example, we’ve choosed -8°C
- room temperature was about 18°C at this moment.
After some minutes, you can read that actual camera
temperature is close to -8°C, and the cooling power
is around 50%. There is still some cooling capacity,
in case of the ambient temperature would rise-up in
coming hours.

Cooling the camera will have several visible effects
in the images: less noise, less hot pixels, lower offset
level...

Close the camera setup window.

In AudeLA, use the CLOSE button to close
the camera setup window. If you click on

Ok, it will restart the camera, without setting
temperature target.

First image

Select menu Camera, then Acquisition. A new panel
appears on the left of the main window. This panel
gives all controls to drive camera acquisition:

select an exposure time of 1 second, binning 1x1.
Remove the cap from telescope interface:
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Now... launch the camera acquisition by clicking
on button GO. After some seconds, you see your first
spectrum:

Depending on the light you have in the room, the
image can be significantly different. In our case, we
had some energy saving lamp. Also, depending on
the intensity of the light in your room, you may have
to adapt the exposure time. Make some tests with
different times. You can save this image - your first
one ! Give a file name to your image - for instance
First - and click on button Save. You can check that
image has been recorded in your AstroTonight direc-
tory. The full file name is First.fit (the .fit extension
has been added by AudeLA):

Now, use the integrated neon light. You’ll be in
more controlled conditions.

For basic LISA (not LISA Pack), the calibration
module is optionnal. If you don’t have this mo-
dule, you must put some neon light in front of
the spectrograph entrance, or in front of the cali-
bration window (on the side).

Switch ON the neon light. The green light on the
calibration module must be on - and when you switch
on the button, you hear the electromagnet moving the
screen in front of the slit.

What happens when you switch on neon
in calibration module ? Neon lamp is po-

wered on. And a white screen is moved in front
of the slit, with two effects: slit is enlighted with
neon light coming from calibration module, and
the light coming from telescope is obstructed
- this allows to make calibration images even
when telescope is pointed towards a star. Then,
the spectrograph received neon light in exactly
same conditions as the sky light.

Put the cap on the light entrance, to prevent any light
leakage:

Launch acquisition, with exposure time of 20 se-
conds, and binning 1x1. You should have this image:
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At this stage, you must check there is no major issue
with the tunning of the camera - if the camera has
moved since the tunning in our factory. They are four
key elements to check quickly:

•The spectrum is properly focused,

•The spectrum is horizontal,

•The spectrum is well positionned in the image,

•The image is in the right orientation (left-right),

If you have any doubt on these points, go to the Re-
ference Manual to check your instrument more pre-
cisely.

Spectral range

The light is spread out horizontally in the image. The
blue part (around 400 nm) is on the left side of the
image, the red part (around 700 nm) is on the right.

Depending on the document you read,
wavelengths are given in nm (nanometer,

10−6m) or in Å (angström, 10−7m). Both are
really used... this is important that you mention
clearly the unit on all your results.

Just remember that 1 nm = 10Å. And vi-
sible range is from 400 to 700nm, or 4000

to 7000 Å.

The Atik camera is black and white, but if you had
a color camera, you should see them along the spec-
trum:

Imagine that each line of the spectrum (from left to
right) is an image of the slit for a given color. If the
light source were a purely monochromatic light, you
should have something like that:

Visualization

You can change the thresholds of the image, to see
details in some regions. This is to be done by moving
cursors on bottom left of the images:

Make some tests to change the visualization of the
image:
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Basic calculation

Let’s take some time on this first neon image:

As you can see, the spectrum is limited in height.
This is due to the slit length. We can make a sim-
ple calculation: the slit is roughly 4mm long. The
LISA is scaling the image by about 0.7. Then, ac-
tual slit image on the CCD is 4x0.7mm = 2,8mm
(or 2800µm). The ATIK 314L+ camera has pixels
of 6,45µm. Then, spectrum height should be around
2800/6.45=434 pixels. We can measure this value in
the image: simply put the cursor of AudeLA on the
top end of the spectrum, and look at the X / Y posi-
tion, on the bottom right corner:

Do the same at the bottom end of the spectrum:

The spectrum height is the difference between top
and bottom ends: it should be close to 430 pixels.

Prevent the saturation

There is another key test to make at this moment: we
have to test that no pixel of the image is saturated.
Move the cursor in the brightest area of the image,
and look at pixel intensity, given at bottom right of
AudeLA window. In the next example, the intensity is
at 3905 ADU:

ADU (Analog to Digital Unit) is the unit of
the pixel intensity. For each ADU counted,

the pixel has received a certain number of pho-
tons. This is an intrinsic parameter of the ca-
mera. The digital capacity of the camera, or the
Dynamics, gives the highest ADU level that ca-
mera can provide. This is another intrinsic pa-
rameter of the camera.

The dynamics of the ATIK 314L+ camera is 65535
ADU (Analog to Digital Unit). No pixel must reach
this level: it would be saturated.

You can also select an area (rectangle) which con-
tains the spectrum, by clicking one corner, and drag
the mouse up to the opposite corner without releasing
the mouse button. Right-click and select statistics in
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the pop-up menu: you’ll see max pixel value in the
area:

We see that in our case, Max value is 65535... bad
luck: the image is saturated.

The pixel intensity is an intrinsic parame-
ter of the image. When you change visu-

alization thresholds, it does not affect the inten-
sity, but only what you see on the screen.

The way to prevent saturation is to reduce the ex-
posure time during acquisition. Make some tests with
different exposure times, to see the effect on the spec-
trum level. The optimal situation is when the highest
pixels are at less than 70% of the camera dynamic -
roughly 40.000 ADU.

What if you saturate the image ? There
is no risk to damage the camera. But in

this case you’re not able anymore to measure
a signal difference, because camera cannot go
above 65535 ADU. If you continue to enlight
CCD, level will remain at 65535 - and you don’t
see any change. In few words, if your image
is saturated, you cannot use its data. Keeping
unsaturated images must be a permanent atten-
tion.

3.3.2 Guiding camera

Let’s switch now to Guiding camera. Connect the USB
cable from guiding camera (blue) to the PC. Launch
a new instance of AudeLA.

Audela software cannot manage two Atik
cameras at the same time. If you want

to use AudeLA for autoguiding as well as for
acquisition, you must run a second instance of
AudeLA.

Go to the menu Setup / Cameras, to open the camera
selector Select Ascom tab...

Click on Set Up button, to make appear the ASCOM
camera selector, and choose HS in the list:

Click OK, and then OK to apply the camera choice.

Atik Titan camera has no cooling feature.
This is not required for guiding images

(short exposures).

Select menu “tools”, and Acquisition. The acquisition
tool appears on the left:
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Remove the rubber cap from the telescope mount-
ing ring. Put a diffuse paper on the telescope entrance
- to prevent camera saturation, and get homogeneous
light. Select an exposure time of 0.1 second, bin-
ning 1x1. Launch acquisition: click on button GO.
You should have this kind of image:

The horizontal line is the slit. This is the light en-
trance for the spectrograph. If you cannot see it pro-
perly, change the image thresholds, as shown for ac-
quisition camera. Depending on your specific con-
ditions, you can have to adapt the exposure time to
prevent the saturation. Check with moving the cur-
sor everywhere in the image that there is no satura-
tion - you can also select a rectangle and look at the
statistics. In our case, the max value is around 18.000
ADU: we’re far from saturation (max acceptable value
is also 65535 for this camera).

You can see on the right part of the image that there
is a black area. This is the shadow of the calibra-
tion screen: this is normal. In fact, the useful part
of the slit is in the center of the image. Remember
that actual slit length is around 4mm. In the below
image, we’ve shown the approxiamtive useful area
(blue rectangle):

If the slit is not horizontal, or unfocused, go to the
reference manual for tuning. But this has no direct
impact on spectra quality.

3.4 Different types of images

Your spectrograph is now ready for operation. In the
previous sections, we’ve mainly used neon spectrum.
In fact, when observing stars, we will use different
types of images, which are required for a proper data
reduction. In this section, we will describe the pur-
pose of each of them and how to obtain them.
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If you use a CCD camera, each image will be af-
fected by the electronic. Several defect can actually
be removed using dark, offset anf flat field frames.

To avoid negative signal digital conversion, CCD ca-
meras have a fix offset on the analog signal which is
called Offset. Any data readout from the CCD chip
include this offset.

Offset images are also called Bias in some
documents. In this User Guide, we made

the choice to use Offset, but consider it is equiv-
alent to Bias.

This offset is fairly stable and once you have a mas-
ter offset frame, you can keep it for long time. You
can make one again once per year approximately. It
is also not too much temperature dependant. Because
it is very stable, you can improve your data by taking
a long series of offset frame (around 100 exposures)
and perform a median average to create a mooth mas-
ter offset frame for your camera. Median average is
better than a simple average as it will totally remove
out of the ordinary defect on some of your images,
such as cosmic rays for example.

CCD chip have a tendancy to build electrons over
time, specially at high temperature. This tempera-
ture dependant effect is called « thermal noise ». The
thermal noise is included in dark frames which are
exposures taken with the camera shutter closed; the
offset is also included in.

Hot pixels are individual cells that are particularly
sensitive to this thermal noise and tend to saturate
quickly during long exposure. Those hot pixels will
have to be processed separately (usually replaced by
the average of the surrounding pixels). An interesting
property of thermal noise is that it is linear to the ex-
posure time. For exemple, a thermal noise of a 2sec
exposure is twice the thermal noise of 1sec exposure.
This means that you can extrapolate any shorter ther-
mal noise frame from a master thermal noise frame
with long exposure – assuming you have mapped the
hot pixel properly. This is done by doing a median
average of a a long exposure dark frame serie (at least

7 frames, if possible more). Most astronomical soft-
ware require both the offset frame and the dark frame
to pre-process your image. The thermal noise is of
course embeded in the dark frame. Be very careful as
the thermal noise (thus the dark frame) is very sensi-
tive to temperature. Make sure to use a Dark frame
taken with the same temperature as your spectra. If
your camera doesn’t have a temperature regulation,
you should take dark frame close to the time you ex-
pose your spectra. Some software can still extrapolate
a proper thermal noise map based on the area of your
chip with no signal, which is very easy in the case of
LISA spectra. You do not have to rebuild your dark
frame every night; you can create your library of dark
frames taken at different temperatures and use it for
several months.

Flat field is a spectrum of the tungsten lamp inside
the calibration unit. This flat will be mainly used to
get low frequencies non uniformity, caused by dust
on the CCD front glass for exemple or overall instru-
mentation vigneting. Make sure to take a long serie
(about 15 exposures) of flat spectra as the processing
will divide your spectra by this flat. The signal has to
be as high as possible without any saturation.

Wavelength calibration spectrum is an emission
spectrum from a lamp. In LISA Pack, you will use
the neon inside calibration unit. Take three exposures
each time to do a median of them and remove any
single exposure defect.

3.4.1 Offset (Bias) image

For the Atik 314L+ camera, the average level is
around 300 ADU (it varies from one camera to the
other). To get an offset image, put a cap on the LISA
light entrance, to ensure that no light comes in. Take
an exposure of 0 second, binning 1x1.

You can measure the average level in the image
(draw a rectangle, and right-click to get the statistics
in the window):
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3.4.2 Dark frames

A dark frame is taken with the same conditions as a
spectrum (exposure time, temperature), but with no
light coming into the spectrograph.

If, for instance, your star spectra are made with
300s exposure, dark frames must be taken with the
same duration. These images can be log to obtain...
since they are only dependant on the instrument, not
on the observing conditions, we can make these ima-
ges once, and keep them in a reference directory.

Here is a typical dark frame of 300 second exposure
(and binnng 1x1, of course):

It looks to be very similar to offset... in fact, they
are details between both images. Look at the average
level of the image:

The mean value is now 384 ADU; it was 270 in
the offset. The difference (384 - 270 = 114 ADU)
is due to thermal activity of the CCD during the ex-
posure. An other difference is that there are some
hot pixels. In the above image, the Max value is...
65535: it is saturated ! Should we drop the image ?

No... there is only a few pixels at this level (they
are hot pixels: their level is growing too fast com-
pared to others), and the data reduction will elimi-
nate them. Change the visualization high threshold
at about 5000 ADU and the low threshold at about
2000 ADU. At this level, most pixels are black (be-
cause they are all around 384 ADU in average). But
you can see that some pixels are still white; these are
the hot pixels:

3.4.3 Tungsten flat spectrum

The tungsten lamp of the calibration module is used
to get an “as flat as possible spectrum”. This is an
incandescent lamp, with no emission or absorption
lines.

For basic LISA (not LISA Pack), the calibration
module is optionnal. If you don’t have this mo-
dule, you must put some white light in front of
the spectrograph entrance.

To get a flat, switch on the Flat lamp on the calibra-
tion module (you should hear the electro-magnet):

and launch an acquisition image of 20s, binning
1x1. You should see this:
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You can adapt the exposure time to get the highest
possible level - with no saturation. Reminder: opti-
mal level is close to 70% of the camera dynamics. De-
pending on your screen size, the image can be wider
than the window. You can change the viewing scale
of AudeLA window. Go to Menu / View, and select
Zoom x 0.5.

What do we see ? This is the spectrum of the white
light. It seems quite fuzzy, but in fact, this is a very
precise spectrum. Imagine this is the image of the
slit,when it moves along the colors (wavelength) from
UV on left to IR on right. You can see that the spec-
trum is dark on the left. Does it mean that there is no
more signal in the UV domain ? No. But in this range,
lamp intensity is lower and the CCD is less efficient...
then the image is fainter.

Of course, the useful area of the image will always
be in the light rectangle - like below (blue rectangle).
All black top and bottom areas will never be used -
except in some special cases to get the dark level of
the image (since these parts are never enlighted, they
can be used as dark indication):

At this stage, you can use a useful tool of audela:
the section viewer. Go to menu Analysis / Section. A
new window appears, with a yellow line in the middle
of the image:

The graph shows the level of pixels (in ADU), along
the yellow line. You can move each end of the line to
see the section of the part if the image you want. If
you extend the line all along the spectrum, you’ll have
a rough profile of the spectrum:

At the end of this step, don’t forget to switch-off the
Flat light.

3.4.4 Neon spectrum

During the camera setup, you’ve already made several
neon acquisitions:

We’ve let the same blue rectangle as previous image.
Of course, the spectrum area is exactly the same as
the flat spectrum. But in this case, we have no more
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continuum (continuous spectrum), but a serie of lines,
mainly on red side (you can look at your neon light in
the LISA... it is really red). The purpose of the neon
spectrum is to give a reference for wavelength calibra-
tion during the data reduction. Since neon spectrum
is very well known, we can define the actual wave-
length for each of the lines, with a very good preci-
sion.

The above image is a 60 seconds exposure. When
you look at the image level, you can see that it is sat-
urated. Should we reject it ? Again... No. Only some
lines are saturated. We could reduce the exposure
time to solve the issue... but now, look at the low
level lines, by moving thresholds to 500 (low) and
1500 (high):

You can see on the left (blue side of the spectrum)
that there are some faint lines. These lines will be
very useful to calibrate the spectrum wavelength all
along the visible range. Then, we prefer to saturate
some lines in the red part (they will be not taken into
account during data reduction), to get good calibra-
tion lines in the blue part. Of course, if your specific
setup is different from this one (no saturation at all,
for instance), you can adapt the exposure time.

At the end of this test, don’t forget to switch-off the
neon light.

3.4.5 Object spectrum

So far, we have made only “technical images”... but
the LISA is made to look at star light. Of course, the
most important images are the star spectra. During
daylight, we can take one star spectrum: the Sun.
This is simple: ensure that there is some Sun light
coming into the room (even cloudy, rainy, snowy weather).
Switch-off any artificial lamp in the room. Remove
cap from the telescope interface, and put a diffuse
paper. Launch an acquisition in binning 1x1. The
exposure time is very dependant on your specific con-
ditions. For the below image, we were in a dark room
(only a small window far away from the LISA), with a
rainy weather - hard to be in worse conditions. How-

ever, in 60 seconds exposure, here is the result:

If you are in better conditions (sunny day, close to
a window - or even direct Sun light onto the LISA),
reduce significantly the exposure time - it can be less
than one second (LISA is very, very sensitive). Check
that your image is not saturated - no more than 70%
of the camera dynamics (around 40.000 ADU)

This spectrum is a wide continuum, in which you
can see many sharp absorption lines. Each line re-
veals a chemical element in the Sun chromosphere
(or in the earth atmosphere for some of them). You
can zoom in the image, there is really a high num-
ber of lines (note that around 30.000 lines have been
identified by professionnals in the Sun spectrum):

Of course, the Sun’s spectrum fills the whole use-
ful area in the CCD, because all the slit is enlighted.
When you will get star spectra, you will have only a
line, because the star is ponctual.

You can also take spectra of surrounding lamps,
and see the differences from one to another.

An important step is now achieved: your LISA spec-
trograph is up and running, and you are able to ac-
quire all images required to pre-porcess a high quality
spectrum.
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4
First spectrum: the Sun

In this section, you will perform a full observation,
from images acquisition to data reduction. Again, you
will work with the Sun, because it is available every-
where, and do not require to use a telescope. But
you will see later on that working on a non solar star
spectrum will be very similar to this first session.

Data reduction & data analysis.
Data reduction is the list of operations that

extract scientific data of the object (star...) from
raw images. It must be done by the observers,
who knows the instrumental effect of his setup.
Data analysis is any operation made on scien-
tific data, to focus on some features. It is done
by the scientist - not the observer. For instance,
correcting the spectrum from helicentric velocity
to make radial velocity measurement, or remov-
ing the continuum to focus on absorbtion lines
shape are data analysis operations.

Data reduction is the operation which starts from this
(raw data, 2D image):

and gives a calibrated profile like this (reduced 1D
profile):

To get such a spectrum, you need several reference
images, defined in the previous section: Dark, Flat,
Offset, Calibration, Object.

Extracting the scientific information from these ima-
ges is a complex operation. Luckily, ISIS software will
do the computation for you. Your only responsibility
is to provide ISIS with the right images, in order to
allow it to process properly the different steps.

Start any observing session by opening a
personal log file: a simple text file, in

which you can write any significant element you
will encounter during the observing session. For
instance, you can describe shortly your instru-
ment setup, the reason for the observation, the
goal... and during the observation, any use-
ful information (camera temperature, any event
that gives some information on the images...).
In future, these informations will be very useful
to recall the observing conditions.

4.1 Images acquisition

you will make all the images during daylight, in a
room where Sun light is the only light in the room1.

1. If you cannot acquire these images for any reason, a demo set

is available on the CD-Rom.
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Think to switch-off artificial lights.

It prefectly works if weather is cloudy or
rainy: in all cases, this is always the Sun

light which comes to us. The general profile can
vary with your conditions (weather, room...),
but it will work in any case.

All acquisitions are made in binning 1x1.
Setup the camera temperature about 25°C under

ambiant temperature (cooling power below 80%).
Don’t change any tuning (focus, rotation, grating

position...) during all the acquisition session.
In this table, you’ll find the list of images you must

acquire with your LISA.

At the end of the acquisition, you must have 7 ima-
ges (at least) in your working directory AstroTonight.

Sun spectrum

The light level is very dependant on your own situ-
ation. It can be from less than one second to one
minute, or even more. Start with 3 seconds, for ins-
tance, and look at the result. Move the cursor in the
image, in the heighest region, to look at the max level
image. You can also measure the max level of the
whole spectrum area (draw a rectangle, right click
“statistics in window”). Adjust the exposure time, to
have the max value at less than 70% of the dynamics
(around 40.000 ADU).

Let’s take an example. We assume you have made
an acquisition of 1 second. The max level in the image
is around 10.000 ADU. The goal is to have around
40.000 ADU. Then, you can shoot for 4 seconds.

When you have found the right exposure time, make
a serie of three (or more) images. In AudeLA, you can
acquire automatically a serie of image and save it: se-
lect “serie” in the acquisition tool.

You now get a new acquisition panel:

Fill the different fields: exposure time, the binning,
name, number of images, an index. The index should
be 1: this is the index of the next image (in the above
example, the first image name will be Sun-1). You
can reset the index at 1 by clicking on the button “1”.
Click the button GO to launch the acquisition.

Choosing a proper name for your file is im-
portant for next steps. The name must be

explicit, and simple. It must be finished by a ’-’.
In our case, let’s choose Sun-. The ’-’ will be fol-
lowed by the index of the image (Sun-1, Sun-2,
and so on). If you choose name with a number,
like HD299315 and you forget to put the ’-’ at
the end, the images will be named HD2993151,
HD2993152, HD2993153... which is very con-
fusing. Using the ’-’ will give HD299315-1,
HD299315-2, HD299315-3... which is better.

Each image is successively displayed when it is read
out. You can check that images are properly recorded
in your image directory are available. Note that each
image have the root name, and an index at the end.
The file extension is .fit, because files are in FITS for-
mat:
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FITS format is the ’standard’ for astronom-
ical imaging (and some other area like

medecine). It contains digital data - each pixel
of the image - and a header with keywords de-
scribing the image. You can read in AudeLA (like
in most of astronomy software) the header, and
find for instance the exposure time, the date,
the size of the image, and so on. Remember
that a FITS file not only contains the image it-
self, but also many data on the image, which are
accessible to user. You can check if a FITS file
is compliant to the spec on the NASA website:
http://fits.gsfc.nasa.gov/fits_verify.html

Beside the Sun-* images, you have also a log file called
acqfc-visu-*.log. This file is generated by AudeLA, to
track all acquisitions made during the session. One
log file is created per day. You can open this file with a
single text editor. It can be very helpful in some condi-
tions. Keep in mind that this information is available.

Neon spectrum

Perform the same operation with the neon light. Put
the cap on the telescope mounting ring. Switch-on
the neon light, and make some tests to find the right
exposure time (in binning 1x1, “One image” mode).
When you have defined the right exposure time, launch
a serie of acquisitions, called for instance Neon60-. At
the end, check that the files are in your working di-
rectory. Swicth-off the neon.

Flat spectrum

Again, perform the same operation, with Flat light
(tungsten). Switch-on the Flat light, and make some
tests to adjust the exposure time starting at 20 se-
conds. Launch the acquisition, called for instance
Flat20-. Switch-off the Flat light.

Dark frame

Dark frame is made in same conditions as previous
images, but with no light coming into the spectro-
graph (put the cap on the telescope interface). The
exposure time must be at least the longest exposure
time of all other images. If your neon is 60 seconds,
your flat is 30 seconds and your object is 120 se-
conds, the dark exposure should be at minimum 120
seconds. If you have very different times (for instance
5 seconds for the flat and 300 seconds for the object),
we recommend to make two diferent series of darks,
with 5 and 300 seconds.

It happens that you don’t remember the exposure
time of previous images... we can easily recover this
information. For instance, we can load the first Sun
image (Sun-1.fit) in AudeLA. Select Menu / FITS header:
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This opens the FITS header panel, in which you can
see all keywords, including “Exposure”. In our case,
we see that this acquisition duration was 60 seconds:

When you have defined the needed times, launch
the acquisition of dark frame, called for instance Dark60-
(if exposure is 60 seconds):

Offset image

Last acquisition to make is the easiest one: offset.
This is the same as dark, but with null exposure time.
Launch an acquisition called Offset- for instance:

We have finished the acquisition side of the opera-
tion: we have all data ready for reduction.

4.2 Data reduction with ISIS

In few words, data reduction consists in:

•Correcting 2D images with Offset, Dark, Flat, cos-
metic issues (hot pixels, cosmics)

•Adding/combining 2D images (with geometric cor-
rections),

•Extracting profile (2D image -> 1D profile) in the best
possible conditions (collect all available infrmation),

•Wavelength calibration,

•Instrumental response correction.

You will process in several passes:

•The first one gives a basic wavelength calibration.

•The second step will make a better calibration law.

•The third one is to define the Instrumental response
curve.

ISIS is a dedicated software to reduce astronomy spec-
tra. It can be used for many instruments, but has spe-
cific features to simplify the LISA images processing.
In this section, you will see how to proceed in detail
with the images you got. You will start in a very ba-
sic mode, then you’ll add some operations that will
improve the quality of the final result.

Start ISIS software. You should have this window:
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In the top of the window, you have several tabs (Ge-
neral, Instruments...).

Click on the last one: Setup. This is where you can
define general parameters for the software:

In this configuration panel, you must give following
informations:

•Working directory (the famous AstroTonight),

•The Spectral database directory (where you have in-
stalled the database file),

•Select Yes in the area “Erase automatically intermedi-
ate files”: we don’t need to keep the temporary files.

•The information regarding your Observatory- longi-
tude, latitude and altitude,

The result should be similar to this window:

4.2.1 First step: basic data reduction

Go back to the tab “General”. Fill the following pa-
rameters in the main window:
In the Images parameters area:

•Generic name of the Object: Sun- (without the in-
dex),

•Number of Object images (3): you can get it automat-
ically by clicking on the small button beside the cell
“Number”,

•Offset file name: Offset,

•Dark file name: Dark60,

•Flat file name: Flat20,

•Calibration file name: Neon60,

In the General parameters area:

•Pixels size: 6,45µm (this is for the Atik 314L+ ca-
mera),

•Remove the cosmetic file name (the default value is
cosme),

•Select the option “Sky not removed”: in our case, the
sun light fulfill the slit, and we don’t have the infor-
mation for the sky background,

In Spectral calibration area

•Select “Predefined mode”, and choose the option “LISA
(internal neon lamp)”

In the Output area (these data are not required for the
data reduction, but they will be added in the resulting
file’s header):

•Object name: Sun,

•Instrument: Give the name of your own instrument,
with details. For instance, LISA_247 - C11 F_6 - Atik314L+,

•R: Indicate the typical resolution for your instrument.
For the LISA, we consider it is R=1000,

•Observatory: Give the name of your observation place,

•Observer: Give your name,

At the end, you should have these data in the win-
dow:
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At this stage, you need to give one more informa-
tion to ISIS, for wavelength calibration. You can see
that there are two orange cells in the window, with
“Spectrum vertical coordinate” (General parameters)
and “X coordinate of line at wavelength 5944,83A”
(Spectral calibration). This cells must be filled to tell
ISIS where is roughly the spectrum in the image. To
do this, we need to look at the neon image.

Go to the tab “Image display”:

Click on button “...”, to choose the file. Select Neon60.
You will - probably - have a black image:

It is black, because the image is much bigger than
the screen, and the neon spectrum is not in the de-
fault displayed area. Use both cursors around the
image to see the spectrum:

With the experience, you will be soon able to re-
congize this typical neon pattern by yourself. For ins-
tance, there is a group of 5 lines on the right of the
image which are typical of the Hα area:
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In this image, we must identify the line at 5944,83Å.
This is the line shown in this image:

Double click on this line, in the middle of the spec-
trum (vertically). You will get a small window show-
ing the position you clicked. This is the information
you need:

Record these values, and go back to the General
tab. Copy the values in the two orange cells:

Now, launch the data reduction by clicking the Go
button (bottom right of the General tab). You will see
that all operations are described in the console area.
It takes some seconds, and at the end you should have
this message:

You can look at the full log by moving the cursor on
the right of the console:

When the reduction is finished... where is the re-
sult ? It is accessible in the Profile Display tab - or
you can also go directly there by clicking on the “Dis-
play profile”, right above the console. The file name
has been automatically filled with the final spectrum
profile. You just have to click on the Load button to
display it:

This is your first spectrum - congratulations !
The spectrum has been saved on the hard disk un-

der the name shown in the file name field above. You
can save it with an other name by clicking on the Save
button. and choose the name you want.

Let’s look in detail at this profile. If you move the
cursor along the profile, you will see in the left bottom
the wavelength and intensity for each pixel. We can
look for some typical spectral lines visible in the Sun:
Hα is at 6563Å. This is the first “Balmer” line. It is
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one of the deepest lines in the Sun:

The second Balmer line, Hβ is at 4861Å. This is
an other deep line, on the left (blue) part of the spec-
trum:

You can scan the Sun spectrum to check that all
lines are properly calibrated. You can also check that
spectrum starts below 4000Å and goes up to more
than 7000Å. This is compliant to LISA spectral range.

Keep in mind that ISIS has made the ca-
libration of the spectrum, based on the

neon image you gave it, and the position of the
5944,83Å line. If you had given wrong data,
calibration would have been bad.

4.2.2 Second step: Improving wavelength
calibration

So far, the calibration of the spectrum has been made
with default LISA parameters recorded in ISIS. In the
log window, you can see the accuracy of the calibra-
tion (RMS):

The value of 1.10 is the mean error between theo-
ritical lines position and actual ones. In this case, it
means that calibration error is around 1Å. You can
improve this - you can improve this by a factor of 3.

Go to the Instrument / LISA tab:

Focus on the area “Spectral calibration with inter-
nal neon + type A or B star”. As you can see in the
neon spectrum, most of lines ar on the red part. Only
few lines appear in blue part, with long exposure time
(ie 60 seconds or more). A good wavelength calibra-
tion requires to have lines well dipatched all along the
visual range. To complete the neon spectrum, ISIS
can use a star spectrum. Ideally, it must be a hot star
(A or B type), because these star have only few deep
lines. But for the moment, you only have a Sun spec-
trum... you’ll deal with it.

Fill the field “Calibration star spectrum image (type
A or B)”, with the Sun-1 imge. Unselect “UV spectra
calibration”. Fill the Hα coordinates. To get these
coordinates, you must look at Sun-1 image, and rec-
ognize Hα line (see image below). Double click on
the line - you’ll get a small window with coordinates:

You will have this:
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Note that you cannot change the file name for “Cali-
bration neon spectrum image”. This file name is given
in the General tab. In fact, when you run the precise
calibration calculation in Instrument / LISA tab, ISIS
will restart the whole data reduction, with the param-
eters defined in the General tab. In this case, ISIS
will base its calculation on two different calibration
images: the neon one, and the Sun one - and it will
combine the results.

Click on Go button. The calculation takes some
seconds. You can see the result in the log window.
When calculation is finished, you can look at the cal-
culation accuracy:

In this case, RMS is now 0.27 Å: you’ve a signifi-
cant improvement (initial value was 1.1Å).

A new calibration polynom is now recorded: it will
replace from now the ISIS default value. In the Gene-
ral tab, you can see that the Spectral calibration op-
tion has been automatically changed to “predefined
polynom”. You must keep this option from now:

Calibration calculation.
Wavelength calibration consists in calcu-
lating the matching wavelength for each

spectrum pixel. This is done with a polynom (up
to degree 4), because dispersion is not linear.
The principle is to identify some known lines in
the spectra, and use them to fit the best possible
polynom.

To complete this operation, you must re-run the data
reduction with this new configuration - in the General

tab, simply click on Go button. The result will be very
similar to initial one (the calibration error is too small
to be visible), but it is really improved.

4.2.3 Third step: Correcting the Instru-
mental Response curve

You can see properly the lines in the profile, and you’ve
a good wavelength calibration. But what about the
general profile of the Sun’s spectrum ? In the ISIS
database, there is a catalog solar spectrum. You can
compare it to your own result. In the Profile display
tab, there is a list of buttons on the right. Click on the
Database button:

You will get a new window:

You can see several catalogs. Take some time to
visit them, but you may focus on the Sun spectrum,
available on the right of the panel. If you click on
the Sun button, you will load the reference spectrum
of the Sun in the Profile display window. Close the
database window, and look at this new profile:

It is significantly different than what you get. What
happens ? Several things. Firstly, the spectral range is
not the same: your spectrum covers a little bit more
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than 4000Å to 7000Å. The above spectrum covers
from 3500Å to more than 10000Å. Secondly, your
spectrum is not (yet) corrected from Instrumental Res-
ponse.

Instrumental Response curve.
The spectrograph is a combination of opti-

cal elements (lenses, mirror, CCD chip...). Each
of them has its own sensitivity vs the wave-
length. For instance, a CCD chip has low sen-
sitivity in Blue, but very good in Red, even in
near infrared (NIR). At the end, the whole in-
strument has a global sensitivity, and you can
establish a Response curve: this is the profile of
the instrument. You will divide the result by this
curve to get the actual spectrum of the observed
object.

You will now build your Instrumental Response curve.
Start by cropping the Sun Reference spectrum. In the
Profile display tab, there is a Crop button. Click on it:

You will get a small window asking for cropping
limits. Type 3900Å to 7100Å, and click on Applied:

Then, you will get the same spectrum, but in a
smaller range:

The Sun spectrum is very rich: there is many lines
in it. So many, that it is difficult to see the continuum
of the star. During the night, you’ll use hot stars for
this operation: you will see that hot star has a very
continuous spectrum, with only few deep lines. To
compensante this issue, we recommand to filter the
spectrum at this stage. Click on the Filter button, in
bottom part of the window:

A new panel appears, with a cursor that make the
filtering more or less important. Move this cursor,
and see the effet (the spectrum is smoothed). A good
value for the filter value is 5:

This is the reference spectrum you will use to cal-
culate your Instrumental response. Save this file - for
instance with name RefSun (in fits format). To do it,
click on button Save, and fill the required field:

You can compare both spectra (the reference one
and the one you acquired). Click on the Compare
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button on the left of the window:

You will see a new panel, in which you can select
the spectrum you want to compare. Select your own
Sun spectrum. Keep all other fileds and click on Com-
pare:

You can see that both spectra have not the same
general shape (this is because of the response curve),
but all major lines are perfectly aligned - this confirms
visually that your spectrum is properly calibrated.

Now, go to the Instrument / LISA tab, and in the
bottom left area, give the Reference file name (Sun-
Ref in your case), and give a name for the spectral res-
ponse curve - for instance Response (it will be saved
in FITS format, again). Give a smooth coefficient
(to eliminate sharpest details in the profile). Starting
value can be 10. Finally, click on Go button:

Calculating the response curve is a simple division
between the Sun observation and the Sun reference
spectrum, but in ISIS process, the observed sun is re-
calculated - to ensure the process is correct, double
check that you didn’t change the parameters in the
General tab.

You can now see the Response curve profile in the
Profile display tab (the file name is automatically-
loaded):

The remaining noise in the profile is due to the
number of lines in Sun spectrum. This will not exist
anymore on stars - you will take a hot star spectrum
to build the Instrumental response. But in the Sun
case, it is better to increase the smooth coefficient (in
the below image, smooth coefficient is 50), to have
something similar to this:
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When this Response curve is done, you must re-
run the data reduction with this new element. Go
back to General tab. The field “Instr. responsivity”
has been filled with the name you defined in previous
step. Click on Go button, and look at the result in
Display tab:

This is very similar to the Sun spectrum found in
the database... You can again make the comparison:

To better see the details, you can zoom in the pro-
file using the selector on top right of the window:

You can see that all details in the spectrum are not
noise, but real signal... this is the magics of spec-
troscopy.

You have now fully processed your first Sun spec-
trum. To do this, you’ve gone through several steps:
first basic calculation, then improved wavelength ca-
libration, then Instrumental Response correction. You
will use the same path for the stars spectra. But the
accurate calibration and the Instrumental Response
curve can be done only once during the observing
session: it does not change if you don’t change the
observing conditions. Then, you have to take some
time for the first data reduction (in real life, it takes
only few seconds, if you have the right images), but
it is quicker for the next observations.
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5
Install the LISA Pack on the telescope

You are now familiar with your LISA Pack, and you
know what images you need to make a successful ob-
servation. It is time to go to the telescope, and pre-
pare the instrument for the first observing night.

Ideally, the installation must be done during day-
light: it is more comfortable, and you don’t lose any
observing time. But before doing the installation it-
self, you must first check that your telescope is pro-
perly collimated and the mount is polar aligned. If
you install the telescope the same day as the LISA
Pack, it is preferable that you check the telescope it-
self before mounting the LISA Pack onto telescope.

LISA Pack is optimized for a F/5 beam. If your tele-
scope is far from this value (Schmidt-Cassegrain tele-
scope are usually around F/10) , we recommend to
make an optical adaptation, to make it as close as
possible to F/5. If you don’t make this adaptation, it
will work (you’ll have a spectrum !), but you will lose
light and efficiency.

5.1 Mechanical installation

Install the LISA Pack on your telescope. The mecha-
nical interface can differ from one instrument to the
other, but the simplest way is usually to mount the
spectrograph in the 2” eypiece holder. In the below
image, the LISA Pack is mounted with a focal reducer,
to change the telescope F/D from 10 to 6.3.

Choose the orientation of the spectrograph in such

a way that a movement of the mount along AD axis
will move the image along the slit.

When you align the spectrograph to tele-
scope movements, you make pointing and

guiding much easier: movements of the tele-
scope in AD and DEC will be seen in the guiding
image as horizontal and vertical.

Tighten securely the instrument.

Seeing spectrograph falling down on the
groundis is not a good experience. We

highly recommend to attach the spectrograph
on the telescope with a wire or cable.

Install all the cables of the LISA Pack (power supply,
USB) and telescope.

Install them in such a way that the telescope can
move in any direction without tearing out cables, or
even pulling them out - it would affect immediately
the guiding.
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5.2 Balance the mount

Because of the spectrograph wheight, balanced posi-
tion can be very different from usual configurations
you know - specially for small instruments. You can
have to add extra-wheight to balance the instrument.

Attach all the cables together in one of the
tripod leg, with enough free length for the

movement of the spectrograph. Check that in no
positions cables will be on the ground. Procee-
ding this way, the cable wheight embbeded by
the mount is always the same, and balancing is
not affected. In some cases, this helps a lot to
achieve a good guiding.

5.3 Focus the telescope

Switch on the PC, and start AudeLA software (or the
guiding software you prefer) to get guiding image.
You should get something like that - the slit must be
sharp and horizontal (if not, refer to 3.3.2):

Now, we have to focus the telescope to see an object
at the infinite. We could wait for the night (and stars)
to do it, but it can be difficult to do in some conditions
(star are faint, and in the beginning, we don’t know

the position of the focusing - even roughly). We must
be able to scan all focus range quickly to find the ap-
propriate position. To do that, look for some object as
far as possible in the landscape (mountain, tree, ur-
ban light...). Lauch acquisition in continuous mode,
and change the focus until you see the object (in be-
low image, we see the Chamrousse station on top of
the mountain close to Grenoble):

5.4 Align the finder

To make easy the object finding during the night, you
have to align your finder to the telescope. In the pre-
vious step (focusing), you choosed an object at the in-
finite. Once you see this object in your guiding image,
tune the finder to see it in the center of the finder too.

This operation is very dependant on your
setup. But take the opportunity of this

step to make easy to find your object during
the night. The guiding is not that big, and you
can lose a lot of time turning around your tar-
get. The time you spend during the day to make
this alignment will save a lot of time during the
night.
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5.5 Connect the telescope to the

PC

We will not go in detail of the autguiding in this do-
cument: it is highly dependant on your own setup.
But most telescopes can be controlled by the PC, for
pointing, guiding, and even autoguiding. If you have
this capability in your setup, this is the right moment
to activate the connexion.

The instrument is now ready for observing.

5.6 Last check...

A good way to check that everything is Ok, you can
launch a full serie of images: Sun, neon, flat and dark
frames. Double check that images are properly stored
in the AstroTonight directory. Check that all images
are Ok (focus, orientation...).

You can now wait for night and stars...
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6
First observing night

We highly recommend to start your first observing
session at least two hours before the night. There
are some operations to do before starting observation
itself:

•Switch-on acquisition camera and its cooling,

•Prepare AstroTonight directory,

•Open a log file to record all events of the night,

•Check & setup session parameters of the software,

•Select the targets,

•Focus the telescope.

The goal of the observation is to make your first qua-
lity star spectrum, including data reduction. Com-
pared to the Sun observation you made recently, there
are some differences:

•Star spectra require telescope pointing and guiding,

•Acquisition camera must be cooled down, to allow
long exposures

•Because of the low light level, you will run not only
one image of each type (star, dark , flat, neon...), but
series of images,

•The star spectrum is not anymore a large band (Sun
light covered all slit), but a single line of some pixels
wide.

•You will need to start with a hot star observation (A or
B type), to get a good Instrumental Response curve.

Why taking several images ? There are
several reasons. It improves the Signal to

Noise Ratio (SNR), by averaging the noise. It
can prevent for saturing images by splitting ex-
posure time. It can prevent for any bad event
during acquisition (cloud or guiding issue, for
instance): you can elminate only some images,
and keep the good ones. A good figure is around
5-10 images per target and single exposure time
up to 15 minutes.

6.1 Prepare your observing session

6.1.1 Start the equipment

Switch-on all the instrument elements: telescope, ca-
meras, PC.

Start AudeLA software, and select the Atik 314L+
camera.

Start the camera cooling. It requires some time
(~15 minutes) to stabilize.

Keeping the CCD at the same temperature
during all night is important to prevent

any thermal effect in the images - remember that
dark frames are very dependant on the CCD chip
temperature.

6.1.2 Clean-up AstroTonigh directory

Archive and erase all data in the working directory
(called AstroTonight so far). This directory must be
empty at the beginning of the night. Open a log file
for the night.

6.1.3 Select your targets

Take some time to choose your first targets. We sug-
gest to observe easy stars: bright, high in the sky. Of
course, you can prepare a list of target - in this case,
you can choose stars of several spectral types, to see
the differences. You can also add a Be star (like gam
Cas, if it is visible for you). you’ll see how fun these
objects are.

You also have to choose a reference star (A or B
type), to get the Instrumental Response curve. This
is the first star you will observe. This star must also
be bright, and high in the sky (more than 30° above
horizon). You will find in figure 6.1 a list of potential
targets, classified by the position in the sky. All the
details (coordinates, type, and so on) of these stars
are detailed in figures 6.2, 6.3 and 6.4.
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Figure 6.1: Reference stars (B & A type)
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�� ��� �� ���
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Figure 6.2: List of reference stars (1/3)
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�	A �BC BBDBBDEF�����E ���D�FDEE��AFE ��DF���� ���DB�F���

A	E ��C BADB�D�F�BA�AE ��FD�FDAB��A�� ��DBEAA�� ���D�E��F

A	� �F�AC B�D�FD�������� ���D��D������� ��DF���� ���DBE����

�	E �BC� B�DE�DB��FF��B ���DEADBB��A�� ��DB����A ���D�FE�

A	� �BC �EDA�DEA����BF ���DB�DAE���FE ��D���EF� ���D�AA��F

E	� ��C B�D��DAE�AAF�E ���D��D������� ��DB�B��� ���DB���A�

��DBEBA A	� �FC� ��DB�DE���E��� �B�D��D�B��A�F ��D���FE ���DBBB���

��DBE�� A	� ��C ��D��DEF��BE�E ���DE�D�����E� ��D���B� ���DB�FEA�

��DB��� A	� ��C ��D�BD���B���� ���DB�D�E�B��F ��D�FA�� ���DEF���

��DBA�� A	� �FC ��DAADA��BAE�F �BAD��D�A����� ��DEBE�E ���DF��B�

��DB��B �	F �FC �AD�BD�A�A��A� ���D�ED���FB�� ��DE�E�F ���DB�FF�B

��DB��E A	� �FC �ADBAD���E���� ���DA�DE���E�� ��DE�EB� ���DB���E�

��DB�F� A	� ��C �AD��D�����F�� �B�DA�DE�����E ��DEAA�A ���DBA��B�

��DB�EA A	� �BC �AD��DBA�EEAEE �E�DBEDA�����A ��DE�B�� ���DBFA���

��DBF�� A	� ��C �ADE�D�E�A�A�B ���D��D���E��E ��DE��B� ���D�B��A�

��D�B�� A	A ��C ��D��DA����AEF ���D�ADE������ ��D��E�B ���DB�B�FE

��D�BF� A	� ��C ��D��D�F�E�B�� ���D��D����E�� ��D��A�A ���D��F���

��D��� A	� �FC ��D��D�B������ ��BD�ED���FF�F ��D���� ���DB��A�A

��D���F �	� ��C� ��DB�DA�����E� ��FDBFDBB��EB� ��D���B� ���DBE���

��D���� A	� �FC ��DBAD�����A�F �BED�ED����F�� ��D�E��A ���DBAB��E

��D���F A	� �FC ��DBFD���FA�B� �E�D�ED������� ��D��E�E ���DBF����

��D�E�A A	� ��C ��D��DBE���BFF ���DB�DA����F� ��D�AAA� ���D��FAEA

��D�A�� A	� �F�AC ��D��DEF��BAAF �B�D��D����F�� ��D�FB�� ���DBABFBB

��D�A�F A	F ��C� ��DA�D�A��EE�� ��FDA�D�E����� ��DABB�� ���DF��F�

��D��FB A	� �BC ��DB�DEE�AB��� �EFDB�DE���EB� ��DA���� ���DBF��E�

��D�F�� A	� �F�AC ��DE�D�E�FBF�F ���D�FD������� ��D�BEFB ���D�B���B

��DE��B A	� �FC ��D�FD���FFEB� ���DBBD�A�A��� ��D����� ���D��FF��

��DEE�� A	A ��C ��D��DB���AA�� ���D�ADE��A��� ��D��EE� ���D�A��EA

��DEE�E A	� �BC ��DE�D�B��B�B� ���D�FD�A�A�E� ��D����� ���DBE����

��DEAF� A	� ��C �FD��D���EFF�� �A�DB�D�B�F�BB ��D��E�F ���D��B�A

��DE��B A	F ��C �FDB�D���A�F�� ���D��D���A��A ��D��FA� ���D�A����

��DEF�� A	� ��C �FDA�DAB��EB�� �A�DB�DE���A�� ��D����� ���D�E���E

��D��A� �	� �FC B�DB�D������BB ��BD��D���AAFF ��D�F��B ���D��BF��

��D�BE� �	� �BC B�DE�D���B��B� ��BDAFDE������ ��DFBE�A ���D�A����

��D�A�� A	A ��C BBD�BDBF��F�A� ��ED�AD���EF�� ��DB�B�BA ���D���F��

��D�AF� A	F �FC B�D��DE���F��� ��FDBBDE���EE� ��DB����� ���D�AB�FF

��D���� A	E �FC B�D��DB���BBF� ���D�BDE��F��� ��DB�A�B� ���D��E�EA

��D���� A	A �BC B�DB�D�F�F���� ��AD�FDE������ ��DB��BFE ���D�A��

��D��EA A	� �FC B�D��DAB��F��� �E�D�FD����E�F ��DB��E�E ���D��E���

��D�FEE �	� ��C BED�EDEE�E�A�� ��FDEBDE��BAB� ��DBBEEB� ���D��E���

��D�F� A	� �BC �BD��D���FFE�� �E�D�FDA���FFA ��DB�AE� ���DBFE��B

��DA�E� A	� ��C BED�BD�B���E�� ���D�ADB�����B ��DBB�B�� ���DBBF�FF

��DAB A	� �FC ��DB�DA��ABA�� ��FDE�DB���A�E ��DB��� ���DB�����
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Figure 6.3: List of reference stars (2/3)
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�� ��� �� ���

��	ABC ADC �EF CE	��	C��B���� �A�	�E	E���B�� ��	EC��� ���	B�BABC

��	A��B ADA �CF E�	EA	B��C���� �E�	EB	CB����� ��	EB���� ���	EA����

��	A��� �D� �CF E�	��	A��BCE�E ��A	EE	�C�A��A ��	EB���A ���	BCA���

��	A��� AD� ��F EA	�E	A������B ���	C�	AA�C�E� ��	E����� ���	BA��EC

��	�CBA AD� �CF� E�	C�	E�����BC ���	��	�����CA ��	E�A�A� ���	E���B

��	�C�C �D� �CF E�	E�	E���CCE� �B�	��	AC����� ��	E���B� ���	E���CE

��	�B�A AD� ��F E�	A�	B������� �AB	E�	CE����� ��	EABAB� ���	B��B�A

��	��BC AD� ��F E�	E�	����B�C� ���	C�	���C�C� ��	EA�B�� ���	BB��E�

��	�AB AD� ��F CB	EB	A������B ��C	��	BA����B ��	E��C� ���	E��A��

��	�A�B AD� �CF E�	�E	E��B�C�B ���	AA	E��A�A� ��	E�CB�� ���	BB�B��
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Figure 6.4: List of reference stars (3/3)
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6.1.4 Setup session parameters

All Audela parameters must be setup: several key pa-
rameters are written in the FITS file header. Refer to
3.2. Have a special attention to observers names, in-
strument configuration and observatory data:

6.2 Acquisition - Reference star

6.2.1 Point the reference star

So far, you have used the standard acquisition tool
for both acquisition and guiding cameras. For the gui-
ding section, you may use preferably the guiding tool.
It is accessible from menu “Telescope / Autoguider”.
It has great features dedicated to guiding function,
such as dynamic reticule.

Point the telescope towards the reference star you
choosed. In the beginning, select a quite long expo-
sure time (0,5 seconds or more) for the guiding ca-
mera, to be sure to see the star obviously:

Of course, during the night you don’t see the slit
anymore in the guiding image. But it is still here, of
course. In the below image, we’ve put a flashlight in
front of the telescope. The slit image is not properly
focused, because of bad optical conditions (the lamp
beam is not coming from infinite):

6.2.2 Focus the telescope

Since you focused the telescope on the landscape, it
is probable that it is not perfectly focused on the star.
Take some time to do it. When your target is in the
guiding image, you can adapt the guiding exposure
time to prevent any saturation.

You must focus the telescope, not the gui-
ding camera (it is already done, and you

have checked it with the sharpness of the slit).

At the end of this operation, you must see the star
focused:
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You can use the dynamic measurement of the star
image level, to prevent saturation. Draw a large rect-
angle around the star, and right click. Select Statistics
in window

6.2.3 Put the star in the slit

Put the reticule some pixels below the slit (simply dra-
gand drop it by clicking any of the blue line).

Move the telescope to put the star in the middle of
the slit:

You can use the dynamic measurement of the star
image level, to prevent saturation. Draw a large rect-
angle around the star, and right click. Select Statistics
in window:

When star crosses the slit, it should disappear from
the guiding image. In fact, the star never totally dis-
appear from the guiding image. In normal conditions,
star image is slightly bigger than the the slit. Even if

most of light goes in the slit, some percents are still
visible in the guiding image. This is generally enough
to guide.

New observers often choose a two long ex-
posure time, and the star is saturated, or

close to. This is a mistake: if you do that, you
don’t see a significant intensity difference when
the star crosses the slit.

During the star spectra acquisition, you will need to
track the star, and keep it in the slit. The movement
of the star can be due to several phenomena: poor
mount alignment, bad telescope tracking, wind, and
so on. You must find the right corrections to collect
as much light as possible. Keep this in mind: when
the star disappears in the guiding image, it means the
star light is sent to the spectrograph. Any light you
see in the guiding image is lost for the spectrograph.

Remember: if during exposure the star
goes out of the slit, the intrinsic quality of

the spectrum will not be affected. There will be
only less light, and the SNR will be lower.

If the star moves along the slit during the
exposure, the spectrum will be wider (ver-

tically) in the image - this is not a big problem if
it is at a reasonable scale.

In extreme conditions (faint object), you
may have an alternative strategy for gui-

ding: using a brighter star in the field of guiding
view.

You can activate the guiding feature of AudeLA, but
this is not the purpose of this document. If you double-
click the star, the red square will be moved around
the star, and star center will be recalculated for each
image.

6.2.4 Acquire reference star spectrum

When you consider that guiding is under control, you
can start acquisitions. For each image below, you will
have to define the exposure time required to get 70%
of the camera dynamics. The exposure time for star
images (reference and target) is very dependant on
telescope diameter and on target. With bright objects
(up to mag 3 or 4), only few seconds (even less) is
enough. For fainter objects (magnitude up to 8, or
more), you can make exposure of 5 minutes (300 se-
conds), and adapt the number of images to the mag-
nitude of the star. You can always start with short
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exposures (i.e. 10 seconds), and evaluate proper ex-
posure time from highest reached level.

In AudeLA, the acquisition can be done in different
modes. The basic mode is to take one image:

In this mode, you can take images one by one - and
decide to save them or not. This is the ideal mode
when you are tuning the parameters (like exposure
time). When it is done, you have a second mode,
to acquire a serie of images automatically. For next
steps, you will use this mode:

In this mode, give a root file name (remember: it
is preferable to finish it by “-”), choose the number of
images, put the index at 1 (this is to make the first
image named “name-1”), and click on GO CCD. The
whole serie is recorded on the disk. In your first case,
record 7 spectra of the reference star, for instance.

6.2.5 Record reference images

After this star spectrum, immediately make the other
images - without moving the telescope.

To run properly the data reduction, you will need
the following images (as you did for the Sun):

Launch the acquisitions for all these series of ima-
ges.

For the reference star, the spectrum looks like the
below image. You see some deep absorbtion lines:

Always double check that no image is saturated -
and have enough signal.

Flat field is done by switching-on the Flat lamp on
the calibration module.

The same for neon light: switch-off the Flat lamp,
and switch-on the neon on the calibration module.
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Dark frames:

6.3 Acquisition - Target star

Now point your first target. Adapt the exposure time
to get the optimal level (less than 70% of the camera
dynamics). Launch the acquisition of a serie of ima-
ges.

6.3.1 New calibration images

As soon as you have acquired your target spectrum,
launch a new neon serie. Do the same after any new
target spectrum. There is no need to re-do other ima-
ges (flats, offsets, darks), because these images do not
change during the same observing session.

Do not move the telescope between star
spectrum and neon spectrum. The goal is

to get calibration image in exactly the same con-
ditions.

For long observations (one hour or more),
we suggest to record a neon serie before

and after the star spectrum. During the expo-
sure, the telescope moves and the position of
the spectrum can slightly move in the image,
because of mechanical flexions. The move, if
it exists is very small, but in some cases, you’ll
be happy to get data for a more accurate wave-
length calibration.

6.3.2 Ending observing session

When you have acquired all the spectra you need,
take some time to double check that you have all re-
ference images. It is very frustrating to end the night
with a lot of images, and discover the day after that
you have not all the data to reduce them. Have a spe-
cial care for dark frames: you must have some with
the longest exposure time of all your spectra. It can
happen that your first spectra were 10 seconds long
(for instance), and during the night you decided to
go for fainter objects, with 60 seconds exposures. In
such a case, ensure that you have 60 seconds dark
frames. You can do them at any time - just ensure
that the camera temperature is always the same.

When you have finished all acqusitions, copy the
AstroTonight directory to your Archive directory.

Archive data of the night immediately after
the acquisition: as soon as you start data

reduction, there is a risk that you alter original
data... with a copy in your archives, you can
always go back to initial status.

Exit software & switch-off all the installation: came-
ras, flat & neon light, telescope and so on.

6.4 Reduce the data

You now have all the data ready for reduction with
ISIS software. You will use the same way as for Sun
Spectrum, with only few differences. Again, we will
proceed step by step:

•Create master images from reference images (dark,
flat...)

•Basic data reduction of the reference star,

•Improve the wavelength calibration (using neon +
hot star),

•Build the Instrumental Response curve,

•Reduce each star spectrum with these elements.
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To illustrate the data reduction, we use in this do-
cument a serie of images taken in real conditions.
These images have been made with a C11 telescope
(0.28m), close to Grenoble. The reference star we
used is ksi Tau (B9V type). And the main target we
observed is Betelgeuse, in Orion (cool star, M2 type).
At the end of our observation, we have following files:

6.4.1 Master images

To improve the image quality, you’ve taken not only
one reference image, but series of images. You will
start the data reduction by combining these series to
get higher quality reference images. In ISIS, go to
Master images tab:

In this page, there is an area for each type of re-
ference image. You’ll make a master offset, a master
dark frame, and a master flat field. You will also com-
pute a master neon (for both ksi Tau and Betelgeuse).

In this example, we used capital initial let-
ter for the raw image file names, and ini-

tial lower case letter for master images.

For each type of images, fill the fields, and click on
Go button. To get the number of images, click on the
small button beside the “Image number” field.

For offset images:

For dark frames:

For flat fields, you must indicate the position of the
flat area in the image. You can define these values by
displaying the Flat15-1.fit image, and move the cur-
sor in the edges of the flat area.

Vertical gain correction field tells ISIS to
take care of the gradient along vertical line

in the flat image. This gradient is due to unper-
fect uniformity of the slit enlightment with the
flat light.

For the neon images:
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Re-run the last operation with the neon for Betel-
geuse:

You have now computed all master images. You
can check in the AstroTonight directory that they are
properly recorded.

6.4.2 Basic reduction of reference star

Go to the General tab, and fill the parameters with
these elements:

- Generic name: XiTau- (there is 5 images),
- reference images: all files you just created,
- Pixel size: 6,45µm,
- No cosmetic and Instrumental response file,
- “Sky not removed” not selected

I
In the Spectral calibration area, select “Predefined

mode”, and LISA (internal neon lamp). Open the
neon image and double-click on the line at 5944,83Å.
Copy the X value in the spectral calibration area (917
in the below case):
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Now, open the XiTau-1 image, and double click in
the spectrum. If you select the “Reticule” option, you
will see the limits that ISIS will use for the calcula-
tion:

The middle area (around red line) gives the limit
that ISIS uses to collect signal. The two bands be-
tween yellow lines (below and above the spectrum)
will be used to define the sky background spectrum
and to correct the star spectrum from the sky pollu-
tion.

You will see that spectrum becomes wider
in the blue area (left end). It is due to op-

tical limits of LISA. The whole spectrum must be
contained withi the two internal yellow lines.

If you consider that the bundaries are not correct for
your situation, you can change the values in the Ge-
neral tab / Binning adjustment button:

In this window, you can select the values you want:

Binning ? in this case, it means that ISIS
combines several pixel lines to get all sig-

nal contained in the image. Even if your in-
strument is perfectly tuned, the spectrum will
be spread on several lines: it is better to use all
available data. This meaning of binning is quite
different from pixel binning in the camera (this
was a hardware combination of pixels). The
simplest binning is the addition of pixels verti-
cally. ISIS uses a more optimized way of bin-
ning.

Go back to General tab. Note that when you double
clicked on the spectrum, ISIS automatically filled the
Y position of the spectrum.

All parameters are now given to ISIS: you can run
the calculation - click on Go button. After few se-
conds, when it is done, you can go to the Display pro-
file tab, and load the results (file name is prefilled):

You can immediately see the deep absorption lines.
This is typical for a A type star. You can check that ba-
sic calibration is Ok, by looking at Hα (6563 Å) and
Hβ (4861 Å). You can also look at the RMS for cali-
bration (in the log window) - in our case, it is 1.06Å.

6.4.3 Improving calibration

The second step is to improve the wavelength cali-
bration, by using hot star balmer lines. Go to the In-
strument / LISA tab, and focus on the area “Spectral
calibration with neon lamp + type A or B star”. Fill
the star name:
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Display the XiTau-1 image, and double click on the
Hα line. It is at the right end of the spectrum:

This double-click fills the X and Y values in the In-
strment / LISA panel:

You can now start the calculation, and look at the
result. In our case, the RMS is reduced to 0.47 Å.

You can still improve this RMS by using a long ex-
posure neon image (60 seconds or more). Even if
there are some saturated lines in the red part of the
spectrum, you will reveal some fainter lines in the
blue part, and give more calibration information to
ISIS. In our case, best calibration is 0.34 Å.

6.4.4 Instrumental Response curve

Following step is to build the Instrumental Response
curve. You will proceed exactly the same way as for
the Sun:

•Find a reference spectrum in the database,

•Reduce resolution to LISA’s (if needed),

•Save it as the reference spectrum,

•Calculate the Response curve.

In our case, the reference star we used is ksi Tau. This
is a B9V star (magnitude 3.7). In the database, select
the Pickles B9V profile:

The dispersion of the spectrum is 5 Å/pixel. Smooth
it with the filtering tool (with a coefficient 3, for ins-
tance):

Save it as the reference spectrum - ie refB9V.fit.
Go to the Instrument / LISA tab, and fill the fields of

the Instrumental response area (10 is a good starting
value for smooth coefficient):

Click on Go, and look at the result in Display tab:

You have now finished the preparation of your data
reduction. All of this has to be done only once per
session, of course. You can now apply these elements
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to all the stars you observed during the night.

6.4.5 Data reduction of other targets

First, you have to re-run the data reduction of your
reference star (ksi Tau in our case) with all the ele-
ments - high precision calibration and instrumental
response correction.

Go to the General tab and check that all fields are
properly filled - it is down automatically by ISIS. Take
a special care of Instrumental response file name and
Spectral calibration mode (predefined polynom).

Run the data reduction, and look at the result:

As usual, check quickly that calibration is OK with
Hα and Hβ. You can also compare to your B9V refe-
rence spectrum:

You can now run data reduction for all other spec-
tra you have acquired during the night. Of course, the
only elements to change are:

The spectra file name (and potentially the number
of files),

The calibration file name (neon taken just after the
object),

The object name, for the output file.
... That’s it. Simply click on Go, and your spectrum

is processed in a few seconds.
In our example, our target was Betelgeuse - a cold

star:

Of course, the profile is very different from the hoter
reference star. To check that this profile is correct, you
can compare it to a spectrum frm the database: Betel-
geuse is a M2 star (it is also called HD39801). For
instance, in the Miles database, there is a spectrum of
this star (list is sorted by HD number):

Zoom in the image, to see details:

The compliance between our observation and the
reference spectrum is very good.

Congratulations for this great achievement - wel-
come in spectroscopy !

Of course, if you have observed several objects dur-
ing the night, you can reduce them the same way.
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Next steps

You have now passed all the steps to get your first
reduced spectrum. With the experience, you will per-
form acquisition and data reduction more and more
efficiently. In this section, we’ve put some tips and
tricks to improve your observations. Improving obser-
vation means better data quality (up to professionnal
quality level data), and better efficiency in your ob-
serving process.

7.1 Improve data quality

7.1.1 Signal / Noise Ratio (SNR)

Star light is faint... and you spread it with your spec-
trograph. At the end of the chain, only few photons
reach each pixel of your CCD camera. The whole
instrument (telescope, spectrograph, camera) limits
your ability to detect faint signal. The quality of your
spectrum is directly linked to the level of signal you
get on your CCD, compared to the “noise” of the in-
strument, which is its limit of detection. This is what
we call the Signal / Noise Ratio (SNR).

Improving SNR can be done in two ways: reduce
the noise or increase the signal.

Reducing the noise is hard: it is limited by physics.
But we can do it to a certain extend. For instance,
by cooling down the camera, you reduce the internal
activity of the CCD, and reduce the noise.

The best way to improve SNR is then to increase
the Signal. It can be done by several ways:

•Increase exposure time (the SNR will be increased as
the square root of the time multiplication),

•Increase the telescope size (this is why professionals
are always looking for bigger telescopes),

•Ensure that most of the light is going through the
spectrograph. Star image and slits are very small (few
µm), and it is very easy to lose high portion of the
light because of instrument.

The two main rasons for losing light at telescope en-
trance are usually:

•Telescope focusing. If the focus is not optimal, the
object size will be bigger than the slit width, and only
some percent of the object’s light will enter in the in-
strument.

•Position of the star in the slit. It is very easy to put the
star just beside the slit. The result is the same: you
lose a high percentage of your source.

The best way to improve this point is to check that
when star crosses the slit, it mostly disappear. Tune
properly your guiding camera exposure time to pre-
vent any saturation.

If the star disappears from guiding image
when crossing the slit, it means that most

of light goes through the spectrograph.

With the experience, you will know how much signal
your instrument can get, for a given magnitude. You
also have to compare your data with others, with si-
milar equipments, to have an external reference (see
7.3). If you see that this level is lower than usually,
take some time to find the source of this loss.

To go further in SNR improvement, you can make
two operations:

Measure the total power of your spectrum, and tune
the telescope focusing to optimize this measuement.

Compare the total power with and without slit (be
careful, when you remove the slit, you have then to
check and probably tune again the focus). Of course,
when slit is removed, you cannot track anymore the
star, but it will give you the percentage of light going
through the telescope when slit is present.

7.1.2 Resolution

The resolution of your spectrum comes mainly from
the spectrograph itself. LISA resolution power1 is bet-
ter than 1000 around Hα. During the data reduction,

1. Resolution power gives the ability of the spectrograph to see

details. It is calculated as λ/∆λ, where∆λ is the smallest visible

detail in the spectrum.
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ISIS software calculates the actual resolution power.
Check your result is close to this value.

The resolution is calculated from the width
of neon lines (∆λ = FWHM of neon lines.

The better is the focus of neon lines, the better
is the resolution. To optimize the focus, you can
use the focus tool of AudeLA.

7.1.3 Wavelength calibration

Take a special care to the wavelength calibration. In
usual conditions, you should have a RMS smaller than
0.5 Å. Take the time to record a neon image af-
ter each object (without moving the telescope), and
use this image for the data reduction. Always double
check that there is no major error in calibration. The
simplest way is to look at balmer lines position.

7.1.4 Autoguiding

Autoguiding is very dependant on your equipment.
Autoguiding means that you send the guiding image
to the computer, which controls the telescope based
on star movement in the image. AudeLA software can
do that (like many other software).

Autoguiding is not only for comfort (when you acti-
vate the autoguiding, you don’t need to permanently
check the guiding image anymore), but it also im-
proves the spectrum quality, because it works always
in same conditions.

7.1.5 Cosmetic file

The CCD chip has some “hot pixels”. These pixels
are much more sensitive than others. These pixels
will give wrong measurements. It is better to remove
them from your image. It can be managed by ISIS
software, by creating a map of hot pixels. All pixels
considered as hot are replaced in the image by an ave-
rage of the pixels beside. To get the hot pixels map,
you use a dark frame, and record all pixels above a
certain value. Go to the Master images tab, and focus
on “Computing a cosmetic file” area:

Give the threshold value - for instance 500 ADU (in
the dark we use, most of pixels are close to 0 ADU).
Click on Go button, and look at the console: you’ll
see the number of hot pixels detected. In our case
we have 50 pixels - it is a usual value. Of course,
the number of hot pixels depends on the threshold
value, but getting around 100 hot pixels is considered
as usual.

The master dark not really a dark frame,
but the thermal map of the camera: the

offset has been removed. This is why the ave-
rage level of image is close to zero.

You can use the hot pixels map in the General tab.
Simply give the name of your map file in the field
“Cosmetic file”, and re-run the data reduction. ISIS
will now include this hot pixels list in its calculation.

7.1.6 Instrumental Response curve

We described a simple way to get the Instrumental
Response curve with ISIS. In fact, this is a tricky op-
eration. The response curve can evolve with some
parameters, like sky conditions, target position in the
sky (air mass), reddening, and so on. To be perfect,
you would need a reference star close to our target, of
the same spectral type, with similar magnitude... and
this never happens. Getting a bad response curve will
have an immediate effect: the general profile of your
spectrum is disturbed. It is a too long story for this do-
cument, but keep in mind that getting the proper In-
strumental Response curve requires some experience.

7.2 Improve productivity

7.2.1 Keep the same setup

The best way to improve your productivity is to keep
always the same setup, and always process the same
way. Of course, observers often want to improve their
setup (this is a good behavior), but as soon as you
change parameters in your setup, you have to adapt
(to change...) your process. Sometime, it is prefer-
able to keep the same conditions, for both quality and
productivity.

7.2.2 Dark frames library

Dark frames are long exposure time images (at least
the longest exposure time of your objects). And the
more you can get darks, the better it will be (you will
improve dark frames SNR). Then, this is a very con-
strainful operation - that we should do at the end of
the night, to know the longest exposure time.
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But dark frames are intrinsic data of your equip-
ment. It only depends on the temperature and expo-
sure time. They don’t depend on the observaing con-
ditions. Then... there is no need to do them during
the observing session itself: you can do them once,
for instance during a cloudy night (or even day - just
take care of light leaks).

We suggest that you make your own dark frames li-
brary, with different exposure times and different ca-
mera temperature (you can even put the camera in
the fridge to simuate cold night). Take high number
of images, and create master darks from them once.

7.2.3 Exposure time

We suggest you to always use the same exposure time
for your observations (typically 5 minutes - 300 se-
conds - for faint objects). Of course, the total expo-
sure time will depend on the object magnitude, but
you can adapt the total exposure time by changing
the number of exposure. They are several avantages
to proceed this way:

•You can reuse always the same dark frames,

•Data reduction is very fast (no parameter is changed),

•No risk of error during acquisition (you never change
the time).

There is some limits with this process, for instance
for bright objects or extremely faint objects, but in
general it will make your life easier.

7.2.4 Prepare your observation

Amateur astronomers often wait for the last minute
to decide what to observe. We recommend to prepare
your observation long in advance. If you properly or-
ganize your observing session, you will optimize the
targets order, their position in the sky (the higer is the
best), and so on. You can even define the exposure
time for each object, depending on their brightness.

If you are looking for target and observing pro-
grams, you can look at Shelyak Instruments website2:
we’ve listed many ideas, from easy to ambitious level.

7.2.5 Reduce your data quickly

It is very usual that amateur take time to observe dur-
ing the night, and wait for the day after for data re-
duction. Be careful: if you wait for two long, you’ll
probably never reduce your data. And getting raw
data on your hard disk is like if you did nothing. We
strongly encourage you to reduce your data immedi-
ately after the acquisition. At this time, you have all in
mind, and there is much less risks of mistakes during
data reduction.

7.3 Share your results

Our experience shows that the best way to improve
your data is to compare your results to others. When
you compare your spectra with results of experienced
people - with comparable instrument, of course - you
can have an idea of the room for improvement you
have in front of you. We encourage you, for instance,
to observe Be stars, and look at BeSS database3 for
comparable observations. You can even send your
spectra to the database - they will be checked by ad-
ministrators who give feedbacks if this is improvable.

In addition, be sure that spectroscopy is still at a
pionneer stage. All the data you collect are of the
highest interest for the scientific community: don’t
keep them for yourself.

7.4 Get pro-like quality spectra

Very often, amateur astronomers think they are not
able to provide high quality data, comparable to pro-
fessionnal one. Of course, amateurs usually don’t
have professionnal instruments - but the quality of
the data is more a question of methodology than in-
strument. And you will see quickly that you can reach
professionnal quality, with just enough rigourness. You
can even contribute to research in several Pro-Amateur
collaborations. In few words, to get good quality data,
you need to take care of:

•Auto-guiding is activated

•Repeatable configuration and process

•Proper data reduction: SNR, Wavelength calibration,
Instrumental response curve correction.

•File format (see for instance BeSS file format)

•Raw data are seriously archived and backup

Never forget that when you’re observing
the spectra of an object, you’re probably

the only one to do it at this time on earth - this
is an incredibly valuable data... and you must
absolutely archive it very carefully (raw images
as well as processed data).

2. www.shelyak.com - menu spectroscopy / educationnal &

projects

3. http://basebe.obspm.fr/basebe/Accueil.php?flag_lang=en

69



LISA Pack : User Guide & Reference Manual

70



8
Typical observing session

Here is a summary of a typical observing session,
to ensure data quality and productivity. It is a basic
checklist that you can use every time you observe.

Preparation

•Start-up the equipment, and cool down the acquisi-
tion camera (max 80% of cooling power),

•Check your session parameters in AudeLA and ISIS:
observer’s names, observing site, equipment, working
directory...

•Archive & erase all files in your AstroTonight directory,

•Check your computer time, at better than 1 second
(the exposure date & time will be based on it),

•Open a log file,

•Run a test for all images: sky (Sun’s spectrum), neon,
flat, and check that all is Ok (images correct, files
headers with proper data...),

•Prepare your target’s list,

•Acquire dark and offest images and prepare master
images (or copy from master directory).

During observation

For each target oservation, you will have to:

•Point the target (start with reference star),

•Run the acquisition,

•Get calibration images (neon),

•Get flat field images,

•fill in the log file with any significant information that
will help in the future to remember the observing con-
ditions,

•Check that images are properly recorded in AstroTonight

directory,

•(run data reduction during the next observation),

At the end of the night

•Double check that you have all reference images (dark
frames, offset, falt fields, neon, reference star, ob-
jects)

•Archive securely your raw data
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1
LISA Pack features

1.1 Technical specifications

You will find in the table 1.1 all the technical features
of the LISA Pack, and main dimensions in the figure
1.1

1.2 Mechanical interfaces

1.2.1 Telescope interface

LISA front plate includes a standard T-mount thread
(M42 x 0.75mm):

Backfocus is 41mm (distance from the top flat face
of the instrument and the slit position):

For your convenience, the LISA is shipped with a
M42/2” adaptor. This is the simplest way to mount it
on a telescope.

1.2.2 Acquisition camera interface

The acquisition CCD camera is mounted on the ca-
mera interface. Depending on your camera, we can
provide different adaptors (most CCD camera have a
T-mount thread). LISA adaptor have two threads :

•Internal thread is M35x1mm. It is used for Shelyak
Instruments adaptors.

•External thread is T-mount standard (M42x0.75mm,
54.85mm backfocus). It can be used for standard
adaptors, or to mount directly a DSLR (with T-ring).

The backfocus of the T-mount standard is 54.85mm
from flat face to the focus point. The tuning range
for LISA allow to put the focus plane (CCD plane) at
+/-5mm of this position:
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Table 1.1: technical features of LISA Pack
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1.2.3 Guiding camera interface

The guiding port is a C-mount (1” diameter, 32 thread
/ inch, backfocus 17.5mm) used by several guiding
camera and is a standard among video camera.
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2
Tuning the LISA spectrograph

Most elements of LISA Pack are tunable. You’ll find
here all details to make proper tunning. Some opera-
tions can be complex. Ensure you clearly understand
them before starting any change in the instrument. If
you have any doubt, don’t hesitate to ask us for ad-
vices.

In the below image, we show the LISA spectro-
graph, with the function of each screw.

2.1 Acquisition camera

2.1.1 Angular position

The spectrum must be as horizontal as possible. If the
camera has rotated, you will see something like this:

If you are in this situation, you must tune the ca-
mera angle. Ensure that camera ring is well tight-
ened. Then, untighten the three small screws on the
T-mount adaptor:

You can then rotate the camera:

Define the right position and tighten the three screws.

If you are not using Atik camera, you must first
check that backfocus is correct. Backfocus is the
distance between the spectrograph and the CCD
plane. The right position can be adapted with
adaptor rings. Contact us if you need assistance.

An other element to check is that your spectrum is
properly oriented. The red part of the spectrum is
on the right (lower temperatures), and the blue side
(high temperatures) is on the left. With the expe-
rience, you will be able to recognize this spectrum.
check that the orientation is correct in your case:
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In some conditions, you could have the image in
the below configuration. It is the same image, but
reversed, as if we saw it in a mirror:

If your image is in this configuration, it can be be-
cause camera is mounted in reversed position (rota-
tion of 180°). It can also be due to the “horizontal
mirror” option is selected in the configuration panel
of the camera. You must reverse it by unselecting this
option (go to Setup / Camera):

2.1.2 Focusing the spectrograph

Focusing the spectrograph is key to get the full reso-
lution of the instrument. You must see sharp lines in
the neon image. Below is a correct image:

To give you some reference, here is the same neon
spectrum, but with a badly focused spectrograph:

If you are in the second case, it means that your
instrument must be tuned.

Open both doors on LISA sides: just remove the big
screws (one per door), and slide them gently towards
the camera:

Untighten the white plastic screw on the side. This
screw is to lock the main optics in position:

You can now move the LISA main optics, with one
finger in each door opening. Take regular images
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with the camera and rotate the lense in the direction
that improves the focus (close the openings to prevent
light saturation). Bright lines must become thiner and
thiner, brighter and brighter:

Once you have found the approximate position for
the lense (optimal focus), take some time to fine tune
it. The most efficient way is to measure the Full Width
at Half-Maximum (FWHM) of a line near the center
of the CCD, and make it as small as possible.

You can calculate the theoritical FWHM for
your setup. Optimal width is to have lines

FWHM of about 2.5 pixels (Nyquist criteria).
Let’s take an example : in our configuration, the
slit is 23µm. The CCD pixels are 6.45µm large.
The slit image will be 23 x 0.68 = 15.6µm (the
slit image is multiplied by 0.68 in LISA), which
is 2.4 pixels (15.6 / 6.45). It is close to the opti-
mal value of 2.5.

To get to this resolution, the accuracy required on the
lense rotation is about 1/10th of a turn (1/10mm).
Tighten the plastic screw (main lense locking). Do
not remove the CCD camera from the LISA before you
install it on the telescope. If you remove the camera
from the LISA, check the focus again.

2.2 Guiding image

The guiding image must show a good slit image. The
below image is correct:

If the camera is unfocused, you can see:

And if the camera is rotated, you’ll someyhing like:

And if the guiding mirror is untuned, the slit is not
in the middle of the image anymore:
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There are two elements to tune to correct these is-
sues:

•Tuning the guiding camera to focus and rotate the slit
image,

•Aligning the guiding mirror, to put the slit center in
the middle of the guiding image.

2.2.1 Focus and rotation

You can tune the slit focus and rotation in one step:
Untighten the guiding camera blocking screw, and
move the guiding camera until the slit is sharp and
horizontal. If this tuning has changed, you can have
something like:

2.2.2 Slit center is not in the middle of
the image

The guiding mirror can be tuned from the telescope
opening. There a 4 screws to do it:

The tuning is very senstive: you must look
at the guiding image when you move the

mirror. It is better to do it with the optionnal
tuning slit (19µm hole + 50/75/100µm slits -
ref. SE0105): you can see immediately the slit
center:

Untighten the two bigger screws (external):

You can move the slit vertically in the image by
changing small screws position:
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Rotate the mirror holder around its axis : the slit
position will move horizontally (in the below images,
we used the optional tuning slit):

2.3 Slit maintenance

You can easily access to the slit, for several reasons:

•There is some dust on it,

•You want to change the slit width (slit has 4 positions:
15µm, 19µm, 23µm, 35µm),

•You want to replace the slit by the optional comple-
mentary slit (19µm hole + 50/75/100µm slits - ref.
SE0105).
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Each time you remove and replace the slit,
you potentially lose the spectrograph fo-

cus. You must at least check after this opera-
tion that the focus is still good, and re-tune it if
needed.

Remove the two screws of the slit holder (no tool re-
quired):

Then, remove carefully the slit from the LISA spec-
trograph:

Do not put your finger on the slit, and don’t use any
abrasive product to clean it up - like for any optical
surface.

You can change the slit width. Remove the two
screws on the slit bracket.

You can them rotate the slit itself in the position
you want:

When you tighten the screws, ensure the slit edge
is exactly parallel to the slit holder:

When the slit is in place, check that you’ve selected
the right width. Look through a clear light to see the
slit: its width is written on the left. In the below ex-
ample, the slit is 23µm (this is the standard configu-
ration):
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Put the slit holder back onto the spectrograph, and
tighten gently the two screws. Check immediately the
focus of the LISA, and re-tune it if required.

2.4 Mounting & Removing the Ca-

libration module

Remove the calibration module if you need to replace
a lamp. Remove first the screw in the middle of the
calibration module (no tool required):

Then, remove carefully the module, and unplug the
connector (this connector supplies the electromagnet
inside the LISA):

Access to the neon lamp (calibration) or the tun-
sten lamp (flat fields).

If, for any reason you want to use the LISA spec-
trograph without calibration module, think to put a
screw where the calibration module is atteched:

and mask the calibration window, to prevent any
light leakage:

2.5 Opening / closing your LISA

spectrograph

Be careful: this operation is complex. It
must be done only if you exactly know

what you’re doing.

In some specific conditions, you may have to open the
LISA. After such an operation, check the tuning is still
Ok, and probably refine it. The LISA is made of two
major assemblies: the chassis, and the cover.

•The chassis includes all optical elements of the spec-
trograph (slit, main mirror, collimator, grating, ca-
mera lense). This is done to make possible to tune
the instrument when it is opened.

•The covers contains all elements for guiding and cali-
bration.

The chassis and the cover don’t have the same height:
the splitting line is not in the middle of the instru-
ment. The Chassis is the thinest part, and the Cover
the thickest.
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2.5.1 Opening

Both parts can be separated. To do so, follow strictly
these instructions:

Remove both acquisition and guiding cameras.
Remove 2 screws (M3x10mm) from the the Chassis

side:

Remove 2 screws (M4x10mm) from the Telescope
plate side (Chassis side):

Remove 2 screws (M4x10mm) from the CCD ca-
mera plate side (Cover side):

Untighten 9 screws (M3x10mm) all around the spec-
trograph, on the Chassis:

These screw can be left in place – no need to re-
move them completely:
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Remove the two side doors (remove one big screw
for each, and slide the doors towards the CCD ca-
mera):

Remove the plastic screw (main lens lock):

Take the instrument like on the picture: put one
thumb in each door opening, CCD camera holder to-
wards yourself:

Slighltly open the instrument, keeping both sides
parallel. This can be quite difficult the first time: do
it very carefully. If necessary, use a small tool (like a
screwdriver) to start the opening (you can slide it be-
tween two sides). Take care to not damage the paint-
ing:

The LISA is now open. Be very careful with the op-
tical elements: they are very fragile. Think to protect
them against dust and finger prints.

2.5.2 Closing

Closing the LISA is exactly the same operation, in the
reverse order. The most complex part is to slide pro-
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perly the two sides together. Present them with pre-
cision, well parrallelly fitting. Engage the Telescope
plate and the CCD plate first (check they are exactly
at the right position):

Slide both sides together, until the box is closed.
Check all area is properly positionned, all around the
spectrograph.

Put back all screws in this order:
- Two M3x10 screws on the side first:

- Four M4x10 screws on telescope plate and on the
camera holder,

- Tighten the nine M3x10 screws all around the
LISA,

- Close the two side doors (you can do it after fo-
cusing the spectrograph),

- Plastic screw for lens blocking.

2.6 Tuning the grating angle

Be careful: this operation is complex and
very precise. Do it only if you absolutely

need it, and if you’re sure to understand the pro-
cedure.

This operation is done while LISA is closed.

The grating angle is key to get the best spectrum
quality in LISA. This is a sensitive tuning, which must
be done by an experienced user only. To make this

tuning, put the LISA on a stable surface (large table,
for instance), and install the CCD acquisition camera.
You must have the full setup operational to take some
spectra, using neon light. Nature is well made: in the
neon spectrum, we have a bright line exactly in the
middle of the image - when the LISA Pack is properly
tuned. Its wavelength is 5400Å. This reference line
is given in yellow here:

Defining the best grating angle is necessary to

•get the expected wavelength bandwidth (4000 to 7000
Å) within the CCD surface,

•get focused lines in the widest banwdwidth.

The expected horizontal position precision for this line
is ± 0.2mm. With the Atik camera (6,45µm pixels), it
is equal to ± 30 pixels. In other words, the reference
line must be in the pixel range 666 to 726.

The horizontal position of the spectrum is given by
the grating angle. You can move the grating angle
thanks to the grating arm inside the LISA and acces-
sible from the side opening:

To make the tuning, remove the side door below
the slit:
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Untighten the two screws on the grating holder (do
not touch to the central screw, it is the rotation axis
of the folder).

Do not remove the screws : the grating
would fall down into the instrument.

Use the grating lever (in the door opening) to pre-
cisely change the grating angle, and tighten back the
screws.

When you change the grating angle, the spectrum
will be moved horizontally (along wavelength axis)
in the image. Make some tests : move the grating
lever by a very small angle, and look at the effect in
the image. Train yourself to put a given spetrum line
at a given position (pixel X in the image).

When you’ve defined the optimal position, tighten
securely the two screws on the grating holder, and put
back the door.

2.7 Focusing and aligning the col-

limator

Be careful: this operation is complex and
very precise. Do it only if you absolutely

need it, and if you’re sure to understand the pro-
cedure.

This operation should be done while LISA is open.
Special toling is required for this operation. The col-
limator tuning (focus and alignment) is made in our
factory before shipping. This section explains how to
tune it if needed. Be careful: this is a complex op-
eration, which must be done only by an experienced
user.

To work in good conditions, the grating must be
enlighted by a parallel light beam. This parallel beam
is made by the collimator doublet. The doublet must
be perfectly focused on the slit.

To make this operation, use the tuning slit (pro-
vided as an option by Shelyak Instruments - ref. SE0105),
with a 19µ hole in the center:

•Focusing the doublet should be done this way:

•Open the LISA (see 2.5).

•Remove the grating holder, and put it in a safe place.

•Use any optical device focused at the infinite. It can
be a telescope finder, or a camera with lense focused
at the infinite.

•Look with this optical device through the collimator
doublet, towards the main mirror.

•Align it properly to see the slit.

•Untighten the doublet screw:

89



LISA Pack : User Guide & Reference Manual

•Rotate the doublet until the slit image is perfectly fo-
cused. In this first image, the slit is not focused:

The same image with a good focusing:

Be careful : this process is valuable only
if your optical device have been focused at

infinite first.

Once the optimal position is found, tighten back the
collimator screw.

To make the instrument properly aligned, we then
must tune the collimator axis towards the slit center.

We use an autocollimation process to do it: put all
your setup in a dark room (very dark). Enlight the slit
with an intense lamp (for instance, white LED just in
front of the slit):

Put a mirror against the collimator holder:

Look at the slit image, close to the slit itself. When
the alignment is correct, both slit and slit image must
be mixed. In the first image, the collimation is not
good.
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To change the alignment, untighten the collimator
holder, and rotate it gently until slit and images are
aligned:

If you need to give an inclination angle to the holder,
put a small piece of paper between holder and chas-
sis. Once the alignment is optimal, tighten back the
two collimator holder screws. Mount back the grat-
ing holder. Close the LISA (see 2.5). Tune the grating
angle (see 2.6). Your LISA is ready for observation.

2.8 Tuning the calibration screen

The calibration screen is made to enlight the slit with
calibration light sent through the calibration window.
The position of the calibration screen is tunable by
moving the electro-magnet which control it. If the ca-
libration screen is not properly tuned, the calibration
spectra will not be perfectly homogeneous (transver-
sal direction, along vertical axis in below image), and
some light coming from sky can pollute the reference
spectrum:

You can improve this by moving the electromagnet
position. Untighten the two screws (do not remove
them completely - the electromagnet would fall down
in the instrument), and move them horizontally (use
the screwdriver):

Once it is OK, tighten back the two screws. The
flat should be now well homogeneous along a vertical
line:
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3
LISA Pack accessories

3.1 Near Infra-Red convserion kit

The LISA can be configured in two modes : visible
and Near Infra-Red (NIR). The standard configura-
tion is visible. You can switch to NIR configuration,
using the NIR conversion kit, provided as an option by
Shelyak Instruments (ref. SE0096). There are three
differences between VIS and IR configurations:

•The grating is different (VIS is blazed at 500 nm, IR
is blazed at 1000nm)

•There is a blocking filter after the slit in the IR config-
uration, to prevent any second order spectrum mixed
with the IR part of the first order

•The CCD camera spacer makes an angle of 4° with the
spectrograph face, to ensure a good focus along spec-
tral range.

3.2 Complementary slit

The LISA Pack slit has 4 possible values: 15 µm, 19
µm, 23 µm (standard), 35 µm. As an option, we also
provide a complementary slit (ref. SE0105), which
includes 4 additionnal configurations: 50 µm; 75 µm,
100µm and a special slit with a hole of 19 µm in the
middle of two short slits. This last position is very
useful for the tuning of the instrument:

When using this option, the spectrum looks like:
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